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ABP Welcomes
New Students
For Spring
The ABP Tribune‟s Yara Baturni & Noor Odeh spoke to a few
of the new students that joined the ABP in January, 2014
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Some of the new students that joined ABP in Spring 2014

By Yara Baturni & Noor Odeh

T

he
Academic
Bridge Program
welcomed
25
new
students
for the spring 2014 semester. The ABP Tribune spoke to some of
the new students about
their reasons for joining
the ABP.
Hiba Abdullah is one
of those new students.
She is 18 years old and
originally came to Qatar
from Saudi Arabia this
semester. Hiba hopes

that the ABP will help
her to secure a place at
Texas A&M‟s Chemical
Engineering
program.
She said, “ABP is the
best place that can help
me get accepted to a
university and build on
my skills.” She describes the ABP teachers as “extremely helpful.”
Another new ABP
student Lulwa AlBatarni - applied to Virginia
Commonwealth
Continued on Page 3

The ABP Tribune
is now available to view and
download on the ABP’s brand
new website.
Visit: www.abp.edu.qa
or scan the QR code below using
your smart phone:

A Message from the 2013 - 2014
ABP Student Association
President - Nouran Allam
Dear Readers,

F

irst of all, I would like to give a warm welcome to all the new students who joined
the ABP in January. I hope that the
spring semester is going well for you so
far and that you have settled in well. It is hard to
believe that the spring break is just around the
corner and that this is our last semester!
Good luck to everyone working on their university applications. Please remember not to put too
much pressure on yourself by leaving things until
the last minute! I know it is a hectic time - but
trust me - it is your future and it will all be worth it
in the end.
As usual, if you need help with any matters
please feel free to talk to me for advice. I would
like to encourage you to continue to participate in
events and social clubs this semester as these
will help to strengthen your university application.

Members of the ABP Student Association - 2013/14

I would also advise you to take the IELTS/TOEFL
again to improve your score. Make sure you
have a Plan B & Plan C & apply to at least three
universities. The ABP Student Association is
looking forward to hosting new events this semester such as movie nights & get-togethers.
Please suggest movies you would like to watch.
Nouran Allam
ABP SA President

Important Dates For
Your Diary...


Saturday, March 1st, 2014:
*College Application Deadline for
most universities in Education City
* See the ABP Counselor for more information.





Saturday, March 15th, 2014:
The ABP Charity Treasure Hunt &
Walk in Katara to help raise funds
to build a school in Somalia

If you would like to write or take
photographs for the
ABP Tribune
contact
Mr. Derrick
for more details:

Tuesday, April 1st, 2014:
College Fair outside Lecture Hall C
in the LAS from 11:30am - 1:30pm

dmoloney@qf.org.qa
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Continued from Page 1

“ABP has small classes which makes
it easier for the students to learn.”
University last year but did not get accepted. “As
I didn‟t get accepted to VCU, I came to the ABP
for a second chance,” Batarni said.
Fershteh Ghafari (20) - another new student heard about the ABP by word of mouth. Ghafari
heard about the ABP via a friend who attended
the program last year. She decided to join because of the ABP‟s “great program.” Noor Al
Saadi (18) said, “ABP has a lot of qualified
teachers that will help me to apply for a place at
Carnegie Mellon University for the Computer
Science program.”
Other new students such as 18-year-old Nazli
Nasur said, “I wanted to improve my grades, and
I needed help with my university application. I
really like ABP; it is like a new version of school
and it is an exciting experience for me.” Nasli is
also hoping to achieve her goal of getting accepted to Texas A&M‟s Chemical Engineering
program, but she is also considering medical
school.
Prior to joining the ABP in January, Waleed
Mekati came from a high school where there
were 35 students in one classroom. Mekati said,
“ABP has small classes which makes it easier
for the students to learn. I find it quite nice that
the classes are smaller than the ones in my
school. I came to ABP because I want to im-

I really like ABP; it is like a new
version of school and it is an exciting experience for me.”
prove my ACT and IELTS grades and get accepted to Texas A&M in Electrical Engineering.”
According to the ABP‟s Assistant Director for
Academics, Dr. Mark Newmark, "The curriculum
has been designed to allow a small number of
well-qualified students to join the ABP in the
spring semester. Most of these students have
only a semester before starting their university
studies and there is much to learn. An additional
pressure upon them is that they have a short
window of time to take the necessary standardized tests, to make college choices, and to prepare university applications. They must do these
things while keeping up with their ABP classes.
Accordingly, we expect the newly admitted students to be especially focused and hardworking." ABP Tribune

ABOVE: New ABP students were welcomed to the ABP on
Sun, January 5th & taken on a tour around the LAS Building.
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Meet Your Deadline!
By Fatima Al-Badr

ABP student Fatima Al-Badr recently spoke to the
ABP’s College Counselor - Dr. Marcie Linsey about the ‘dos’ & ‘don’ts’ of the college application

who have only applied to one or two universities?
One or two universities is a good start. The
most important thing to remember is that
the deadline for universities in Education City is
March 1st, 2014. Everything must be
submitted before then. Students have to make
sure that they finish their personal
statements, college essays and recommendations by then.

What are some of the worst mistakes students make when applying to college?
Some of the students do not read the instructions on the college application carefully.
Students should think carefully about what they
are writing and they should proofread the
information. They should also seek help from a
teacher in the English Room before
submitting their final application.

What are good alternative options for students who don‟t get accepted at their
1st ,2nd or 3rd choice university?

How important is it for students to prepare
portfolios or practice for their college interviews?

There are many universities abroad. Some previous ABP students have gone to study in the
UK, USA or Canada. There will be a college
fair at the ABP on April 1st. That will be very
helpful for students. ABP Tribune

Every part matters! Portfolios and interviews are
extremely important. It is a chance for
students to prove themselves and show their
abilities to the university. Universities are
going to look at every
“The most
application as a whole
important thing to package so everything
remember is that
counts.

the deadline for
universities in
Education City is
March 1st,
2014.”

Dr. Marcie Linsey is the ABP
College Counselor. She can
help answer your questions
about universities in Qatar and
abroad. Her office is located
near the ABP Student Services Department. Drop in or
make an appointment if you
have questions about the college application process.

What advice would
you give to students
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Mock Interview Week
By Noor Odeh

T

he Academic Bridge Program held
mock interviews over three days at
the end of January to help prepare
students for their „real‟ college admission interviews. For many students, it
was their first interview experience, but
they were given plenty of support by the
ABP teachers.
Alaa Abu Jardou is an ABP student who is
applying for a place in the Information Systems program at Carnegie Mellon University in
Qatar. Abu Jardou chose this major because
she said it really interests her and it has many
job opportunities. Abu Jardou was interviewed
by Ms. Nancy Lovelace and Ms. Anna
Keaschuk. “I was a bit nervous because I
haven‟t been interviewed before and it was
something new to me. I thought I‟d give it a
chance because I want to do well in my real
interview in CMU,” Abu Jardou said.
Many ABP teachers have several years of
experience interviewing students. According to
Ms. Debbie Wills, “the main problems were
lack of confidence and being nervous, but
hopefully we‟ll help them.” Another ABP student, Hamideh Dorzadeh, was interviewed by
Ms. Marci Brown. Dorzadeh is hoping to secure a place at Texas A&M. “At first, when I
went to get interviewed, I felt a bit nervous, but
later I felt more confident,” she said. Dorzadeh

said she was asked several questions about
her family and her strengths and weaknesses
and said she “felt a lot more confident” and is
now ready for her “real interview.”
Mr. James Daniel has taught at the ABP for
a number of years and has part-taken in several mock interview sessions. “I think the main
thing is nerves. I think they just need to be prepared,” Daniels said. Many questions Daniels
asks are about students‟ goals, hobbies and
interests, where they see themselves in five
years, and their strengths and weaknesses.
Yara Batarni, another mock interviewee, is
applying for Culture & Politics at Georgetown
University in Qatar. She was interviewed by
Ms. Magda Rostron. Baturni said, “I felt excited before the interview because it was Ms.
Magda, but at the same time, I was scared.”
After the interview, Baturni said she felt terrible
because she was not sure what to say or how
to answer the questions. However, the interviewer helped her. One of the questions Baturni was asked was why she chose Culture and
Politics as her major. “I chose Culture and Politics, because I am interested in learning about
different cultures and political systems,” said
Baturni. “Both my parents are from different
countries with different cultures and political
systems,” added Baturni.
ABP Tribune
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Book Review: Eleanor & Park
By Al-Maha Al-Neama
Genre:
Fiction, Romance
Recommended for:
Teenagers & Adults

T

his book follows the lives of two teenagers
in the 1980s; Eleanor and Park. The story
begins when Eleanor gets into the school
bus on her first day of high school. As she
is the new kid no one wanted to sit next to her, and
she ends up sitting next to Park. At the beginning
of the story they don‟t talk at all but slowly they become friends and eventually they fall in love. This
is a story about their relationship and how other
factors such as society and their families influenced their lives.
I loved this book not only because of its cute
cover but also because of its simplicity. It paints
the picture that love doesn‟t always mean everlasting happiness. Although the book is sad in parts, it
is very true to life. I also enjoyed reading about
each one of these characters and knowing more
about their inner thoughts. The differences in their
physical appearances also played a role in making
the story more realistic. The popular kids refer to
them as weird because of Eleanor‟s bushy head of
red hair and because Park is the only half-Korean
in the school.
For more reviews or information about the book
or author, scan the QR code below using your
smart phone or check out this website:
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/15745753eleanor-park
Happy reading everyone!!!
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Movie Magic!

The Secret Life
of Walter Mitty

By Abdulla Al-Sulaiti

Re
vie

T

his movie takes you on an
eye-opening journey as Walter Mitty, portrayed by Ben
Stiller, who goes on a mission to find a misplaced photograph
which apparently captures the
“quintessence” of life. This movie is
incredibly inspiring and beautifully directed by Ben Stiller himself. The
movie is based on a famous short
story by James Thurber. While you
are watching this movie, you‟ll feel as
though you want to get up and travel
the world! It will really give you a
sense of adventure and a chance to
live your dream and see some of the
most beautiful parts of the world on
the big screen. This movie will also
evoke your emotions.
Walter Mitty works as a photo developer at LIFE magazine and often
daydreams about fantastic adventures. When a gift was sent to him in
appreciation of his excellent work, he
notices that a certain photograph
happens to be missing from the package. He starts to track it by using his
other negatives as clues, which leads
him to find the owner of the missing
negative, Sean O‟Connell, who happens to be in Greenland. He learns
that Sean O‟Connell has already
gone to Iceland and as he tries to
track him down he ends up in a completely different part of the world!
There is an interesting twist when
Walter Mitty eventually catches up
with Sean O‟Connell.

we
d

During its opening week, the movie
grossed a whopping $12,765,506! It
was beautifully shot and Stiller‟s performance was outstanding. Overall, it is a
very life-changing and eye-opening
movie. In summary, it is a movie well
worth watching! ABP Tribune
Scan the QR code
using your smart
phone to view
the trailer for
this movie.
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Turn Your Hobby
Into A Career
By Abdulla Al-Sulaiti

T

he ABP offers its students a variety of
extra-curricular clubs ranging from the
Botball Team to Model United Nations to
the Journalism Club and the Photography Club. Some of the ABP students have discovered new hobbies by joining one or more of
these clubs and this has opened a whole new
world to them. Many have also learned vital life
skills such as how to manage their time more
efficiently by balancing their studies and club
commitments.
Some ABP students have even intensified their
interest in their chosen major by joining one of these
clubs. Noor Odeh is one of those students; “Every
story I write strengthens my bond with journalism
even more.” Joining a club is also a very rewarding
experience for the ABP students in which they can
have fun with their friends and create unforgettable
memories. Furthermore, joining an ABP club not
only looks good on university applications, but it also helps students gain new skills such as communication and teamwork skills.
On that note, I thought that it would be interesting
to go around the ABP and ask some of the teachers
about their hobbies. One of the teachers I spoke to
was Mr. JC Chaudhry – an ABP math teacher and
part-time musician. Chaudhry also runs the ABP‟s
Music Club. “I strongly believe that you must have
a hobby,” he said. You must be involved in extracurricular or co-curricular activities. When I was a student, I was part of a school choir. That inspired me
to start singing and later, I started playing music.”
The interesting thing is that Chaudhry joined the
choir when he was a student and developed a love
for music into adulthood. “I‟ve taught myself how to

play the keyboard and guitar. I can play everything
by ear - I just listen and I play,” Chaudhry added.
I also spoke to Mr. Hussein Tania - an ABP Computer Skills teacher and football coach - regarding
his hobbies. “I like to do a variety of things, especially playing and watching football. I‟ve also started
playing tennis and I have really got into that. I recently joined the gym as well with Mr. Mike and Mr.
Asif, so we go there three times a week,” Tania said.
Aside from his love of sports, Tania also likes
“eating good food and going to good restaurants”
from time to time. ABP Tribune
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The Origin Of Surnames
By Nadia El-Meragawi
joining two surnames, this resulted in a wide
variety of surnames being created. This might
be a very simplified way of explaining it, but it
does give one a basic understanding.
What is the oldest last name one might
ask? That is probably one of the hardest
questions to answer if you don‟t have a time
machine! It has been said that the Chinese
had used family names first, but that is not
proven. Emperor Fushi had supposedly ordered a surname-system to start, but only the
rich and aristocratic used them back then. So
when did the rest of the world start? Was it
because of the influence of the Chinese? Not
necessarily. In actual fact, it is thought that
names developed independently across the
regions. During the time of the Holy Roman
Empire, many families used “cognomen” or
“nomen” as their family names. They were
passed down, but they weren‟t always kept. It
is thought that families preferred to use their
occupation or status as their surname. The
Romans‟ use of surnames died as the Empire
collapsed. During much of the early Medieval
period, most people only had one name, but
by the year A.D.1100 surnames had spread
across the continent thanks to the heavy influence of the Venetian court. Between 1100
and 1450, surnames were still not fixed, but
they did exist. It wasn‟t until later in the 15th
century that the surnames we pass down today were fixed.
Of course, not all countries wanted to embrace this change. Scandinavian countries
continued to use patronymic naming (father‟s
or ancestral name) well into the 19th century.
The patronymic naming system did not survive long and was later replaced by the traditional method we use today. Family names
spread at a slow rate into the Baltic and eastern regions. Turkey was a country that was
known for not having surnames as a common
thing. In fact, it was not until 1934 that Turkey
adopted the idea when it was mandated by
„Ataturk‟s Reforms‟ in an attempt to modernize
Turkey.
There you have it. If you are wondering
where your surname comes from, try tracing it
back to an occupation that sounds similar to it.

M

ost of us have probably asked or
thought about where our surnames come from, what they
mean and how on earth we got
them? Nowadays, our last name is passed
down from generation to generation. In
some countries, surnames are lost through
marriage, thus creating a new name for the
bride.
So, where did they come from? Originally,
surnames were not tied to an entire family or
passed down through the generations. They
were actually used to describe an individual or
to help differentiate between people. Let us go
back to England during the early Middle Ages.
Several people might be named John (usually
spelt „Johann‟ back then) which made it difficult
to differentiate between people. So, in those
times they attached a descriptive term to the
end of their first name to make telling them
apart much easier. For instance, John - the one
who repaired shoes - would be called John the
Cobbler, hence the surname name Cobbler.
Another might be John the Smith‟s son, where
the name Smithson would originate from. By
repeating this process from job to job, from language to language and the more recent idea of

ABP Tribune
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SAT/ACT Checklist

A

By Ghalya Al-Thani

s much as we hate it, we all have to go
through at least one standardized test
in order to apply to universities. SAT‟s
and ACT‟s are standardized tests for
university applications. Basically, they are a
snapshot of your abilities and form an important
part of your college application.

Below are the things you might want to bring with
you:

 Backup calculator or battery for
calculator
 A watch (without an alarm)
 Drinks
 Snacks

Here‟s a checklist for the things you need on the
day of your test. You MUST bring:








Admission Ticket
Photo Identification (ID, health
card)
Two pencils (DO NOT BRING
MECHANICAL PENCILS!!)
Sharpener
Eraser
An acceptable calculator

Below are some things you should NOT bring:
Cell phones and smart phones
iPods and MP3 players
iPads or other tablet devices
Laptops
Cameras and any other photographic
equipment
 Any device capable of recording audio,
photographic or video content, or capable
of viewing or playing back such content.






THE CREATIVE WRITING CORNER

Is “Academic” My Destiny?
By Saeed A. Binnoora

A

t 12:40 pm, the door of the math
classroom had been knocked
on and opened. Ms. Nisreen,
the Administrative Assistant of
the Assistant Director for Academic Affairs, Dr. Mark Newmark, appeared “You have a meeting with Dr. Mark at
1:05,” she said, and left without any other
details.

that there was no chance for moving up
from foundation to academic. One reason
was explained in this e-mail - my horrible
attendance. But that e-mail was at the
end of the first semester, and now it was
the second one. Although I had received
my foundation schedule, I felt I could do
better.
Dr. Mark came out his office and welcomed me in. Surely I was not expecting
what I found behind that door. Seeing all
my teachers there in his office was an extreme shock. In that first moment, I asked
myself: what would the next seconds
bring? The looks of Ms. Marci interrupted
my thoughts. She stood up and said,
“Saeed, we gave you a very rare exception. You are moving up to academic.”

What does Dr. Mark want? I was wondering. Everything around me went foggy
as I walked to Dr. Mark‟s office. I felt like
my nerves were „exploding‟ as I waited
for Dr. Mark‟s guests to leave. I still had
my dream of being moved up to the Academic level in my heart and brain. The email from the Academic English Department Supervisor, Ms. Marci, announced
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ALUMNI
B
Amnah
Ameen
P
My name is Amnah, I am an 18 year old Qatari. I joined CMU in September 2013 and
majored in Business Administration. My hobbies include raising pets, writing and online
gaming.

great teachers at ABP, I finally made it to
CMU! When I started at CMU, I joined the
Language Bridges Club, in which students
get to teach English to the workers and servants. The club focuses on teaching the basics of starting a conversation with any person.

During my last year in high school, I applied for university but I did not get in. So I
decided to join the ABP. ABP was a gateway
to university, and that was the main reason I
joined the program. Once I joined, I started
to work on the admission requirements for
the universities, and with the help of all the

Aside from teaching, my goal in life is to
work with animals. I am still not sure about
what exactly I am planning to do, but I am
currently developing some ideas.
ABP Tribune
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