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ABP Raises
QR56,000 For
Somali School
The ABP Tribune’s Noor Odeh spoke to several student
members of the ABP’s Social Services & Volunteering Club

We’ve got it covered!
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The ABP Model UN Team

Reviews Galore on 6, 7 & 8..

...& much more!!!

The ABP held a Charity Carnival & Treasure Hunt in March

By Noor Odeh

T

he
Academic
Bridge
Program‘s
(ABP)
Social Services
& Volunteering Club
raised QAR56,000 over
the past six months to
help build an elementary
school in Somalia.
The fundraising campaign began early in the
Fall 2013
semester
when Ms. Moza AlBoainain, Assistant Director for Students Services at the ABP, sought
the help of the ‗Social

Services and Volunteering Club to raise funds
for Qatar Charity to build
a school in Somalia.
With the help of the club
and the ABP Student
Services Department, a
number of activities
were launched to raise
awareness among ABP
students and staff to encourage donations to
this worthy cause.
The fundraising campaign kicked off with a
small three-day bake
sale during the Fall SeContinued on Page 3

The ABP Tribune
is now available to view and
download on the ABP’s brand
new website.
Visit: www.abp.edu.qa
or scan the QR code below using
your smart phone:

A Message from the 2013 - 2014
ABP Student Association
President - Nouran Allam
Dear Readers,

I

hope that you all are fine and feeling a little
bit relieved after finishing your university applications! I want to wish all of you good luck.
I really hope that you get into the university
that you want and have all your dreams fulfilled!
It‘s quite shocking actually that we will all be
graduating from ABP in a very short time! Some
of you might not get admitted to the university
that you want but that‘s not the end! In order to
The ABP’s 2013 - 2014 SA President, Nouran Allam
get accepted to university you must make sure
that you work hard and graduate in May.
nival at the end of March. Please make the most
Please try to maintain your good grades and a of the last few weeks of classes here at the ABP
high GPA. Also, participate in events and make and enjoy the time that is left. Finally, good luck
sure that you also consider applying to Qatar with all your revision for the final exams.
University, UK universities and others. I hope
Nouran Allam
that you and your family enjoyed the charity car-

Important Dates For
Your Diary...


Tuesday, April 15th, 2014:
*End Of The Year Accuplacer Exam
* All students must sit the exam in order to graduate



Wednesday, April 23rd, 2014:
*ABP Class Of 2014 Photo outside
the LAS Cafeteria at 3:30pm
* Separate photos for males & females



Sun, 4th - Wed, 7th May, 2014:
Final exams



Saturday, May 10th, 2014:
ABP Graduation in QNCC

If you would like to write or take
photographs for the
ABP Tribune
contact
Mr. Derrick
for more details:
dmoloney@qf.org.qa
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Continued from Page 1

mester which was organized by the 19 student
volunteers. The campaign quickly ballooned and
more volunteers pitched in to help raise even
more funds. ABP student volunteer, Sawsan
Shukri, 18, was one of the first 19 students who
started the fundraising campaign. She said, ―I
love helping people. As soon as I heard money
must be raised in order to build an elementary
school in Somalia, I just couldn‘t wait to start encouraging people to lend a helping hand.‖
Donations continued coming in over the next
number of months and a Charity Carnival and
Treasure Hunt fundraiser was organized at the
LAS building in Education City on March 30 th,
2014 with food and games for people of all ages.
Many ABP students brought their young siblings,
faculty members brought their families and some
of the ABP alumni came to show their support.
The ABP also welcomed celebrity and BeIn
Sport Broadcaster and Ambassador of Qatar
Charity and Audi, Mr. Mohammed Saadon AlKuwari. Mr. Kuwari gave a short motivational
speech to the attendees about his experience
with charity work and the importance of giving
back to the community.
“The fundraiser was also a good learning
curve for ABP students.”
Among those who donated to the ―build a
school in Somalia‖ cause were, Mamig Lebanese and Armenian Restaurant in Katara and
Red Velvet Cupcakery who donated prizes, and
Qatar Star Catering, who donated boxed lunches. The carnival was packed with games and
activities, such as face-painting; a mega slide,
food & gifts, flowers, and hand crafted boxes
and cards made by ABP students.
This collaborative effort not only achieved its
goal of raising a significant amount of money but
it also provided everyone with a day of fun,
games, good food, and enjoyment. The fundraiser was also a good learning curve for ABP students. By getting them actively involved in a
charity fundraising campaign, it is hoped that
this experience of giving others such a priceless
gift – the gift of bringing education to those less
fortunate – will be repeated again in the future.
The ABP is not only about academics and
grades; but also offers students an opportunity
to contribute something back to the community.
In 2011, the ABP ran a similar charity fundraiser
to rebuild a school in Pakistan. In total, they
raised over QAR 30,000 in cooperation with
Reach Out To Asia (ROTA) at the time. ABP Tribune

ABOVE: ABP students, faculty & their family members enjoyed
a great day out at the ABP Charity Carnival & Treasure Hunt.
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Keeping The Wheels Moving
By Abdulla Al-Sulaiti
ABP student Abdulla Al-Sulaiti recently spoke to
some of the ABP’s non–teaching staff members
about the important roles they play in keeping the
ABP’s engine well oiled and running smoothly.

to talk to me about their education or any struggles that
they may have. Basically, I‘m looking out for students.‖
Next, I spoke to Mr. Arnold Torres who is from the
Philippines. Mr. Arnold is the ABP‘s Facilities Assistant
and has worked at the ABP for over five years. ―My duties and responsibilities include handling the ABP
he Academic Bridge Program - the prembookstore and student lockers. We are also handling all
ier pre-university English language profacilities and jobs such as electrical, AC, plumbing jobs,
gram in Qatar - is in its 13th year. It conand preparation for events,‖ Mr. Arnold said.
tinues to provide high school graduates
I also spoke to Mr. S.C. Kumaresan (Mr. Kumar), who
with the required academic and personal skills
has been the ABP‘s Head Librarian for the past six
years. Mr. Kumar is from India. ―I
needed for success in worldtake care of the library and its
class English language uniadministration, its services, the
versities in Education City,
books, resources that we have,
Qatar and around the world.
and so on. I‘m also in charge of
The ABP has served over
some of the functions of the
2,500 young men and womLearning Resource Center like
en since its foundation in
recruiting the student workers,
2001. Nearly 90% of those
LRC (university student) tutors,
attending have been Qataris,
and making sure that they have a
and over 85% of the ABP
proper schedule. I also make sure
that they get paid for the work
graduates have later attendthey do.‖ Mr. Kumar also told me
ed English language univerthat he is always trying to prosities in Qatar or abroad.
mote reading amongst students,
Well, you might ask how the
faculty and staff. One of the activABP has accomplished so much
ities that he oversees is called the
over the past 13 years? The anReading Tree in which students
swer is simple – the faculty and
and staff add leaves to a tree for
support staff. These are the great
every book that they read.
people that ‗keep the ABP‘s
Last but by no means least, I
wheels rolling.‘
spoke
to Ms. Lorraine ShackleThere are a lot of resources
ford
who
is from England and has
that the ABP offers its students
been at the ABP for seven years.
such as the Learning Resource
She is the Assistant to the ABP‘s
Center (LRC), the library, and so
Admissions & Records Coordinaon. The ABP students spend their
tor. ―I‘m the first point of contact
free time either in the LRC or the
for virtually all the students who
library where they can do their Clockwise from top left: The ABP’s LRC
come here. I hand out the applihomework, study for quizzes or Assistant, Ms. Fatima Chowdhury;
cation forms. I take them back, I
seek help from a tutor. Most of the
Facilities Assistant, Mr. Arnold Torres;
check that everyone‘s got everyABP teachers tutor in the LRC as
part of their duties. It is very bene- Head Librarian, Mr. S.C. Kumaresan; and thing, I liaise with people over the
phone, and I answer any queries
ficial for the students and makes it Administrative Assistant to the ABP’s
from the website, email, etc.
Coordinator
of
Admissions
&
Records,
easier to get help. Furthermore,
Once the students have already
students can also get help from Ms. Lorraine Shackleford.
been accepted at the ABP, I then
university student tutors in the
contact
them
and
tell
them…
arrange for them to come
LRC who come from CMU-Q, Texas A&M, etc.
for
the
orientation
days,
arrange
their placement tests,
However, it is not only the teachers and student tutors
and
then
once
they‘re
here
I
handle
all the absence
that help the ABP students. I thought that it would be nice
notes,‖ Ms. Lorraine said.
to go around the ABP to talk to some of the other faculty
Well, the thing that I like about this job is that I get to
and staff members. The first person I spoke to was Ms.
meet
everybody. All the students come to me… all the
Fatima Chowdhury - the LRC Assistant. Ms. Fatima is
teachers
come to me. I think I know virtually everybody
from the UK and has been at the ABP since last Septemand
that‘s
really what I like the best; knowing everybody,‖
ber. ―I‘m the LRC Assistant and I kind of oversee what‘s
she
added.
going on in the LRC. I feel that it‘s my responsibility to
make sure that everything runs smoothly in the LRC. I asABP Tribune
sist students and I am there to listen to them if they need

T

4

Meet Dr. Marcie Linsey
By Noor Odeh
Dr. Marcie Linsey is the ABP College
Counselor. She can help answer your
questions about universities in Qatar
and abroad. Her office is located near
the ABP Student Services Department. Drop in or make an appointment if you have questions about the
college application process.

D

r. Marcelyn Linsey (Dr. Marcie) is
the Academic Bridge Program’s
new College Counselor this year.
She was born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia in the southern part of the United States.
Dr. Marcie attended Georgia State University after finishing high school and majored in
Education with a focus on teaching English
and History. After completing her undergraduate degree, Dr. Marcie went on to do a Master‘s degree in School Counseling at Cambridge College in Massachusetts in the United
States. Dr. Marcie continued her studies and
obtained her PhD in Educational Leadership
from Capella University.

―I love the busy-ness of the
city, I love the theatre, I love all
the entertainment - but mainly I
love the hustle and bustle...‖
Dr. Marcie‘s first job was working for the local government and writing and designing curricula and after-school programs for minority
students. Dr. Marcie went on to teach English
and reading skills and later trained as a school
counselor and then a Head Counselor where
she was in charge of other school counselors.
After more than a decade working in the United States, Dr. Marcie attended a Recruitment
Fair in San Francisco where she met the ABP
Director, Dr. Miles Lovelace. It was there that
she was offered the job at the ABP and arrived
in Qatar in July of 2013.

ABOVE: Dr. Marcie Linsey, the ABP College Counselor

On a personal level, Dr. Marcie has a twin
sister. Her favorite color is orange and her favorite types of food are chicken wings and red
velvet cupcakes which she describes as
―happy food.‖ She also enjoys watching basketball and American football and London is
her favorite place to visit. ―I love the busy-ness
of the city, I love the theatre, I love all the entertainment - but mainly I love the hustle and
bustle,‖ she says.
It is clear that Dr. Marcie wants to help every individual ABP student transition from the
Academic Bridge Program to a world class
university next year. She is always ready to
help and her enthusiasm and cheerfulness will
certainly leave a lasting impression on you!
ABP Tribune
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Book Review: Legend
By Al-Maha Al-Neama
Genre:
Young adult literature, utopian
& dystopian fiction
Recommended for:
Teenagers & Adults

C

ivil war has broken out in the United States.
It‘s a stand-off between the colonies and the
republic. June and Day, our two main characters, are both residents of the Republic. Once
the Republic‘s residents turn 10, they must take a
test that determines the rest of their lives. Unlike
Day, who failed his test, June got a perfect score!
For this reason the government cherishes her. At
the age of 15, June is already working for the government.
One night, June‘s brother gets killed. The prime
suspect is Day - the government‘s most wanted
criminal. So June tries to find Day to get revenge
for her brother‘s death, but once she finally catches Day, an unexpected thing happens.
If you like dystopian books as much as I do, you
will definitely love this book. It was a quick, enjoyable read. I loved the main characters so much and
the clever way the author wrote the story.
For more reviews or information about the book
or author, scan the QR code below using your
smart phone or check out this website:
www.goodreads.com/book/show/9275658-legend
“Doesn’t merely survive the hype, it deserves it.”
— The New York Times
Happy reading everyone!!!
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Movie Magic!

WER:
The Legend Reborn

By Abdulla Al-Sulaiti

Re
vie

T

his movie is a terrifying
and suspenseful “found
footage” genre horror film
that has left audiences in
theatres trembling in their seats.
The movie has an element of surprise to it; a plot that is completely
unexpected and which keeps
changing drastically. It is unpredictable in its character and story
development and is based on the
fictional and provocative theme of
mythical monsters. The film is set
in modern-day France.
WER tells the story of a defense
attorney, played by A.J Cook who also starred in the movie Final Destination 2 (2003), comes to the aid of her
client who was charged with the brutal mutilation of a vacationing family
who were having a picnic in a dark
and deserted forest. The defense attorney claims that her client could not
have been capable of such crimes
due to his physical condition; however, she soon discovers that her client
might be more than meets the eye.

we
d

Overall, this movie is a must watch for
all horror movie fans and is well worth
your buck!
ABP Tribune

The movie was given a rating of
four out of five stars by www.horrormovies.ca. The movie is an American
film directed by William Brent Bell,
who also directed The Devil Inside
(2012). The movie‘s creators also
created Insidious (2012), a very
popular and successful horror film.

Scan the QR code
using your smart
phone to view
the trailer for
this movie.
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New York! New York!
By Huda Abbasi

N

tion is SoHo which in addition to several international designers has local boutiques that
always have some treasure to offer.
And finally, the city is well known for its entertainment. Whether it is one of the Broadway shows or comedy shows or concerts,
each one of them is grand and beautiful. The
best time to visit the city is summer when the
city offers the best shows and amazing salesbut be prepared for the crowds! Overall, New
York City is one of the best holiday destinations in the world for you and your family.

ew York City is one of the most
well-known holiday destinations in
the world. From large skyscrapers
to huge bridges to a unique shopping experience and delectable cuisine, the
Big Apple is truly a wonderful city.
One of the major attractions in NYC is the
famous Central Park. The park is a national
historic landmark and covers 840 acres of
land. The park has a zoo, carousel, theater
and several other recreational facilities. Many
tourists like to take carriage rides across the
park which takes about 45 minutes. In addition, NYC has several other historic landmarks. These include the Statue of Liberty,
Empire State Building, Rockefeller Center,
Grand Central Terminal and many more.
Closer to the downtown is the well-known
Times Square - one of the most crowded
places in the city because it is such a big
tourist attraction. Thankfully, Times Square is
a car-free zone. There are plenty of creative
street performers, busy but fine restaurants
and many famous retailers.
Another one of the prominent attractions
of NYC are the museums. The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, Museum of Modern Art and
the American Museum of Natural History are
some of the best museums in the world. In
addition to this, the city hosts several exhibitions of art throughout the year. For any lovers of shopping out there, NYC is one of the
finest places on earth to shop. Popular tourist
shopping attractions include Bloomingdales,
Macy‘s, and Fifth Avenue. Another destina-

ABP Tribune
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Mandatory Military Service
By AlDana Rashid Al-Khayarin
believes that the idea is not suitable for females.
AlMaha Al-Khayarin, 24, agreed, saying," I
am against military service for the females because a woman by nature is weak."
Al-Khayarin questioned the timing of the new
law? She added that she was amazed by this
new law and that she thinks that the disadvantages outweigh the advantages. As she
explained, "we can't go inside each house in
Doha and know their circumstances. Maybe
some people cannot serve during this time
because of leaving their sisters without a father or a mother. But that doesn't mean that
I'm against this law. The useful thing is that if
there is a ever a war in the country the men
will be trained and they can defend their country."
Another Qatari male, Rashid Al-Khayarin,
50 , who has been working for many years in
the military field said, ―military service has a
type of discipline, intensity and commitment.
The young generation is not aware of this and
doesn't pay attention to it, but through this
service and this field training the youth will
learn these skills well. Al-Khayarin added that
he thinks the military service for the females
should be optional because not all girls have
the desire or ability to tolerate the pain of field
training.‖

Q

atari males are now required to
serve three or four months of military service if they are between the
ages of 18 and 35 years. According
to an article published in Doha News on
February 20, military training is expected to
begin during April for an estimated 2,000
men in a temporary camp in Al-Shamal in
the North of Qatar. There, recruits will be
taught how to use certain types of weapons
and how to operate military vehicles.

A 17-year old boy who will be going to one
of the camps next year, Mohammad Mubarak
Al-Khayarin, said that he was happy that they
announced it because even if they did not impose military service, he was going to major in
military because he thinks that it will benefit
his future as a Qatari. Also it will benefit him if
there is ever a war. He will be able to defend
and protect his country and this enhances the
spirit of patriotism.

Reactions to the new military service law are
mixed. I interviewed several people to find out
their opinions on this new law. Noor Adel Shahadeh, 18, a Palestinian who was born and
raised in Qatar said "when I read the news I
was amazed because it was the first time that
military service became mandatory for Qataris."
Shahadeh added that she believes that this law
will enhance the spirit of patriotism, as well as
the defense and protection of the country. However, she did not believe that the mandatory
military service should be extended to girls.
She explained that she knows the traditions of
Qatar very well as she grew up here, and she

According to the Doha News article, QNA
reported Minister of State for Defence, Maj.
General Hamad bin Ali Al-Attiyah, as saying
that service would help make Qataris ―ideal
citizens‖ and that there would be no exceptions. ABP Tribune
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ABP’s Model UN Team

A

By Yara Baturni

number of ABP students recently took part
in Georgetown‘s Model United Nations Conference. The event took place in QNCC over
3 days. It was a fun experience where students met international students from around the
world. Dr. Marcie, ABP‘s Counselor said "The GMUN
conference provides students from around the world
with the opportunity to simulate MUN. Throughout
this year the ABP sponsors and additional ABP faculty members worked with the MUN team to provide
them with the skills necessary for the GMUN conference. Through hard work and practice our students
were able to participate fully and display a unique understanding of the concepts discussed at the conference." Also, the ABP students were able to enhance ed in the MUN club was fun. Though there were
their research skills and speaking skills.
some discussion topics relating to this region, students had to look at international policies and crises
It was a wonderful experience and we have lots of through the eyes of someone with a totally different
memories. Thank you to the ABP faculty Dr. Marcie, viewpoint. It was challenging to help the students
Dr. Jennifer and Mrs. Carmen who played a huge role see issues from these different viewpoints and to
preparing the students to do their research. Dr. Jen- coach them on how to present these issues.‖
ABP Tribune
nifer said, ―Working with the students who participatTHE CREATIVE WRITING CORNER

Life is Creative
By Tala B. Anatawi

When the repeated rhythm breaks,
When the usual routine changes,
love life and it will be creative

When you discover you
worried for nothing
When you can fix your past mistakes
Love creates those moments

The sudden unexpected Idea
The sudden good luck earth sends
Love creates those moments

When you pray for a miracle
and God responds
love life and it will be creative

When you receive a gift
From someone you thought of
love life and it will be creative

Luckiness, spontaneity
And fortuitousness
love life and it will be creative
Love creates those moments
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ALUMNI
B
Aisha
Al-Marzoqi
P
My name is Aisha Al-Marzoqi and I am the
‗mother‘ of four cats! In three words, I would describe myself as determined, ambitious and optimistic. I studied at Al-Khor Girls‘ High School and
as part of my ‗gap-year‘ I joined the ABP to help
prepare for college. In fact, I studied at the ABP
for three semesters to improve my academic
skills in English and math. I graduated in May
2013.
After my first semester at the ABP my IELTS
score increased from 6.0 to 6.5. In my final semester I got a 7.5 in the IELTS! It was an honor to
be a part of the ABP. The most difficult time for
me was during the university admissions period.
However, the ABP teachers supported me as

much as they possibly could. I believe that every
student should have an objective. Despite the fact
that I did not get accepted directly into one of the
HBKU universities, I remained optimistic and
looked for another opportunity to further my education. Hence, I enrolled in the Quest Program at
Texas A&M this year to improve my math skills
even further. I still miss the ABP because it was
such nice place to be.
In my spare time , I like to exercise, play tennis
and spend time with my cats. My dream is to
eventually have my own business one day. I also
plan to continue my studies and hope to eventually get a PhD.
ABP Tribune
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