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T

he
Academic
Bridge Program
(ABP) is going
through a transition as it enters its 14th
year. For the past seven
years, Dr. Miles Lovelace has captained and
steered the ABP ship.
However, Dr. Miles will
retire at the end of this
academic year and the
command will be hand-

Visit: www.abp.edu.qa

ed over to the new director, Dr. Bryan Lewallen.
Dr. Lewallen grew up
in West Texas, USA majoring in education at the
University of Texas in
Austin. He entered the
teaching profession after
completing his undergraduate degree, continued teaching and obtained a master‟s degree
in Education AdministraContinued on Page 5

Dr. Miles Lovelace served as the ABP Director from 2007
- 2014. Under his steadfast leadership, the ABP was
awarded five years accreditation by the Commission on
English Language Accreditation (CEA) in the USA.

The ABP Class of 2014
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50 Years In Education

A

fter 50 years in education, Dr. Miles will
step down as ABP director when the new
director, Dr. Bryan Lewallen, takes over on
August 1st. However, he will stay on as a
consultant until September 2014. Dr. Miles started his
career in education in 1963 as an English teacher in
Istanbul, Turkey followed by many years of service
as a teacher and administrator in Lebanon, Greece,
Norway, and in the USA in Alabama, Pennsylvania,
Massachusetts, North Carolina, and Missouri.
Looking back over five decades as a teacher, principal, director, superintendent, professor, dean, and
university vice president, Dr. Miles recalled that he
Dr. Miles Lovelace served as the ABP Director from
had wanted to be a teacher from his childhood days.
2007 - 2014. He will retire to his home in North Carolina.
He used to pretend he was the teacher and make his
sister and cousins do homework and attend classes. Turkey. After eighteen months of travel and gardenFrom age seven on, he never wavered in his plan to ing in North Carolina, he was ready for one final adbe a teacher.
venture, and that was when he accepted the offer
After receiving his bachelor’s degree, he went di- from Qatar Foundation’s Dr. Abdulla bin Ali Alrectly to graduate school to earn his M.A. in history Thani, who asked Dr. Miles to take over the ABP in
and philosophy in 1963, and then took his first job in April of 2007.
Turkey, teaching at an all boys’ school (Kadikoy ColNow after more than seven years as head of the
lege) and later at the American College for Girls. He ABP, Dr. Miles looks back over all the excellent facmet his wife of 48 years in Istanbul while they were ulty and memorable students he has worked with and
both teaching there.
says this has been the “perfect way” to end a fifty
The Lovelaces have travelled extensively during year career. Among his achievements as ABP directhe last fifty years, visiting some 130 countries in Af- tor he listed the CEA accreditation (2011), the introrica, Central and South America, Europe, Asia, Aus- duction of cross registration (2008), the establishment
tralia & New Zealand, and North America. “One of of dual enrollment with EC partner universities in
the real advantages of being a teacher is that summers 2009, over 20 MOU agreements with universities in
are usually free,” he says.
Europe, the USA, and Qatar, and building a sound
After almost twenty years of experience in K-12 curriculum that has helped 33% of the ABP 2013
schools, in 1984 both Ms. Nancy and Dr. Miles re- graduates obtain admission to one of the EC universiturned to the United States to complete further gradu- ties.
ate degrees at Harvard University. Nancy did two
However, Dr. Miles stresses that none of these
additional master’s degrees in literature and writing, achievements would have been possible without the
while Miles did a master’s and a doctor’s degree in constant support of Qatar Foundation, the ABP Board
administration and planning. After a year in Cam- of Governors, and the sixty members of the ABP facbridge, Massachusetts, where he served as a commu- ulty and staff who have all worked so well together
nity college dean, Dr. Miles moved to higher educa- over the last seven years.
tion work at Truman State University in Missouri
Dr. Miles will return to North Carolina, where he
where he was initially an associate professor of edu- has a home, in September 2014, but he expects to
cational administration. Later he was promoted to full come back to Doha for visits because his wife Nancy
professor, then dean of the school of education; and will continue to teach at the ABP. He said that “Qatar
he finally retired there as associate vice president for is a fantastic place to live and work” and that he has
academic affairs in 1997. However, his retirement “enjoyed immensely” the opportunity to serve for
only lasted two years until he accepted a visiting pro- more than seven years as ABP director.
fessorship at the American University in Beirut, Leb“I will never forget my years here, or the good
anon where he taught for four years. That was fol- friends on the faculty, nor the ABP students I have
lowed by another year of retirement, which ended met here,” Dr. Miles added.
ABP Tribune
when he was invited to teach at Bilkent University in
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They Always Come Back!
By Abdulla Al-Sulaiti

T

he Academic Bridge Program (ABP)
hosted one of the biggest events of the
year, the ABP Alumni Gathering. The
Alumni event is a celebration of the former ABP students‟ success and achievements
over the past 13 years. The event was organized by Ms. Asmaa Al-Qaysi, who is the ABP‟s
Special Assistant to the Director. “It is great to
have this reunion tonight. ABP is a one year program, yet our graduates always come back for a
visit and never forget their days at ABP. It
makes us very proud to hear about their
achievements at university and the workplace,”
Ms. Asmaa Al-Qaysi said. The event took place
on the April 7th, 2014 from 5 pm to 8 pm. All of
the ABP alumni who came gathered outside the
ABP‟s iconic Liberal Arts & Sciences Building in
Education City. The ABP alumni who came to
the event were filled with enthusiasm. During
the event, they met the ABP faculty and staff
members and got to catch up with one another.
The men sat down under a traditional Qatari tent
and caught up while drinking karak tea and Arabic coffee. Some of them are currently studying
in their chosen universities such as the HBKU
partner universities, British universities or Qatar
University while others are pursuing their professional careers.
The ABP Tribune spoke to some of the alumni about the ABP. Aisha Al-Muhannadi, a former
ABP student, said “ABP helped me to get into
the university of my dreams.” Also, a current
ABP student Saeed Al-Binnoora said, “This ABP
Alumni Gathering is a like a bridge between current (ABP) students and former students. I feel
inspired by the ABP alumni, and I hope that I
can follow in their footsteps in the future.”
ABP is the gateway to HBKU Partner universities and top qualifty international universities
that teach in English. In addition, students interested in joining certain universities in Qatar may
be given credit for courses they took at the ABP.
In 2011, the ABP was awarded five years accreditation by the Commission on English Language Accreditation (CEA) in the United States.
This makes it easier to fast-track ABP graduates
into universities in the United States without the
need for them to complete a university foundation year. ABP Tribune

Qatar Foundation’s Academic Bridge Program (ABP) hosted a reunion on April 7th, 2014, which was open to all of its
alumni. The ‘ABP Alumni Reunion’ was held outside the
ABP’s iconic Liberal Arts & Sciences Building in Education
City. The ABP – the premier English language university
foundation program in Qatar - has served over 2500 young
men and women since its foundation in 2001. Nearly 90% of
those attending have been Qataris, and over 85% of the
ABP graduates have later attended English language universities in Qatar or abroad.
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Continued from Page 1

tion at Texas State University at the age of 24.
In the same year that he graduated with his
master‟s degree, Lewallen got a job as an elementary assistant principal for two years. He later became a high school assistant principal for
three years. A number of years after obtaining
his bachelor‟s and master‟s degrees, Lewallen
continued his studies to doctorate level while still
working. He completed his doctorate in Education and Administration Training and Policy Studies at Boston University. He also taught graduate
school courses in education and administration
at Boston University for two summers.
Early in his career, Dr. Lewallen worked as
the director of a school in Columbia for six years
and later, as the director of a school in Marrakesh, Morocco. In 1998, he worked with International School Services (ISS) for school management for several years in many different locations
around the world. He was in charge of three
schools in Southern Peru, director of an international school in Chile, and later, the superintendent director of two schools in Sumatra, Indonesia, also managed by the ISS.
On a personal note, Dr. Lewallen is married.
His wife is from Columbia and they have been
married for the past 24 years. They have two
grown sons, William and Nicholas. One of Dr.
Lewallen‟s favorite hobbies is genealogy. He enjoys working on his family tree with his wife in his
free time. Dr. Lewallen and his wife also love theater, acting, plays, musicals, choral music, singing, and movies.
“Dr. Miles has done so much to really move
this program along. The support from the faculty,
staff and Qatar Foundation really puts it in a
good place. I‟m not the type of person who
comes in and makes a whole lot of changes. I
respect the past and value the tradition that ABP
has established, and I‟ll be looking to work with
the teachers and students and other administrators here to come up with ways to make it even
better and more beneficial to the students.” Dr.
Lewallen said.
“The best thing in the world
would be to make sure that everybody gets into a
big school when they finish here and that we
know that we did everything possible to help
them be successful,” he added.
Dr. Lewallen‟s advice to current and future
ABP students is to stay with the program and not
give up on the ABP. “You begin it, finish it, then
finish it well so you can be proud of yourself for
the work that you have put in it,” he said.

Dr. Bryan Lewallen will join
the ABP as the new director in
August 2014. He has 31 years
of experience in education &
has worked as a school administrator for 26 years. During that time, he served as a
teacher, principal, university
instructor and school director.
Dr. Bryan has worked in the
USA, Colombia, Peru, Chile,
Indonesia, and Morocco.

ABOVE: ABP faculty & staff members welcoming the incoming
ABP Director, Dr. Bryan Lewallen and his wife in March 2014

ABP Tribune
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37% Of Class Offered
HBKU Partner Places
By Noor Odeh

T

sity.” Aiming for Carnegie Mellon University
since the beginning of the academic year, Osama Ali is one more ABP student who was given a seat at the school of his choice. Ali has
been accepted to the information systems program. Ali said, “The ABP helped me in many
areas where I was weak, mostly in my critical
thinking skills which I‟ll need for analyzing articles and at the same time solving math and
physics problems.” “The ABP developed me to
be a better person for university than I was in
high school,” added Ali. Ali also “definitely” recommends the ABP to his friends, especially
after what he has experienced.
AlDana Al-Athba, an ABP student who got
admitted to Northwestern University‟s Communication program, which was her first choice,
and to Carnegie Mellon University for their
business administration program said, “I think
the ABP was one of the most important factors
in helping me get accepted to Northwestern
University because it helped me in so many
subjects, such as math, computers, science,
and English and it also helped me achieve high
grades to get admitted.”
The ABP students have gone through a long
journey of building academic skills since August 18, 2013 until now and have achieved
their goals. Some of whom are still crossing
their fingers for the decisions of their dream
universities. “Well done” to all who have been
admitted to universities.

he Academic Bridge Program
(ABP) students stand high and
proud with acceptance letters
glowing in their hands. In fact,
37% of ABP students have been successful in securing a place at one of the HBKU
partner universities this year.
ABP student, Tala Anabtawi , recently got
accepted to Northwestern University and Texas A&M. Anabtawi scored a seat in Northwestern‟s journalism program and in Texas‟ petroleum engineering program. However, she is aiming for a place in Weill Cornell. She hasn‟t
heard from them yet since she was called for
an interview. “The ABP helped me become
more eligible to get into Weill Cornell. Last
year, I got rejected without even getting an interview, but this year I got an interview so far.”
She added, “the ABP helped me get used to
the university system and to manage my time
more effectively.”
Another ABP student, Sawsan Shukri has
also been admitted to the electrical engineering program at Texas A&M. Although Texas is
her first choice, Shukri got a conditional acceptance to Carnegie Mellon University for
their information systems program. Shukri said
that the ABP helped her improve her writing
“tremendously,” as she described. Shukri also
said, “I have suggested the ABP to my friends
because the education here is top notch and
can help build up their English, math, science,
and computer skills before going to any univer-

ABP Tribune
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The 2014 ABP College Fair
By Ghalya Al-Thani

Y

ou must have heard back from the universities you applied to in Education City (EC)
by now. If you got accepted, congratulations! If not, then I‟ve got some news for
you; it‟s not the end of the world. As ABP students,
we tend to forget the other universities in Qatar. EC
universities are not the only ones. College of The
North Atlantic, University of Calgary, Stenden University, Aeronautical College, Community College
and Qatar University are the other universities in
Qatar. Of course you don‟t have to narrow your
search only to Qatar. The world is huge and there
are hundreds of thousands of universities that you
can apply to.
On Tuesday, the 1st of April 2014, ABP hosted a
college fair that witnessed the attendance of 29 universities from Qatar and abroad and two testing
centers. The major burden for a student applying to
any university is the required SAT or ACT (don‟t deny this!). Surprisingly, most of the universities that
attended did not require SAT or ACT. Assistant Vice
President for International Services at Purdue University, Indiana, USA, Sara Allaei says, “If they‟re
(the student) sponsored by their home government
or have a country-based scholarship, they don‟t
need the SAT or ACT.” This is not the only university that the does not require the SAT or ACT. Many
other universities, including the University of West
of England-Bristol and Rochester Institute of Technology-Dubai do not require the SAT or ACT but
they do recommend it.
It‟s not too late to apply to universities in Qatar
and abroad. Some universities‟ deadlines are in
June and some in October. If you haven‟t got a plan
for next year, you should sit down with Dr. Marcie,
ABPs college counselor, and plan something out.

If you think that you‟re the first one that gets rejected from the universities in EC even though
you‟ve completed ABP, think again. Meet Safa
Eltayeb, a former ABP student currently studying
medicine in the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland-Bahrain (RCSI-B). Eltayeb got accepted to two
medical colleges back in her home country, Sudan.
At the age of 16, her parents were concerned that
she was too young to travel. Eltayeb ended up
spending a year at ABP and applied to Weill Cornell
Medical College-Qatar (WCMC-Q). Even with her
ABP background, WCMC-Q rejected her. Eltayeb
says, “I didn't have a backup plan and
I was devastated. I didn't apply to other colleges in
Qatar because simply I wanted medicine.” Devastated, Eltayeb found a brochure to RCSI-B and took a
blind shot at applying there. Much to her surprise,
she got accepted and convinced her parents. She is
studying abroad but not too far away from her parents. To those who did get accepted, it‟s not all easy
from here. Dr. Marcie says, “Once you receive your
letter of acceptance from the QF universities, its
contingent on you finishing ABP and graduating with
the same academic level they accepted you with.”
Basically even if you did get accepted but you
dropped out of ABP, the universities can easily withdraw their acceptance offer. Many students were
rejected from universities they were previously accepted at, because of dropping out of ABP or because their grades went down.
Don‟t lose hope just because you got rejected.
There are other options, here and abroad, you just
need to take advantage of the many universities you
can apply to, even if it‟s not your first choice. Go
meet with Dr. Marcie and plan something out. Sitting
at home next year is not an option. ABP Tribune
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An Activist For Equal Rights
By Sheikha A. Bahzad

A

lthough slavery ended in The United States
Dr. Miles is originally from the state of Tennessee,
on June 19, 1865, racial segregation and diswhich is in the southern part of America. He grew up
crimination were still present 100 years later.
in Memphis in a small family with only one sister. EdThere were no equal rights back then. Black
ucation has always been a part of who Dr. Miles is.
people in the USA were discriminated against and exAfter completing his studies he started working as a
cluded from participating in many aspects of society.
teacher. However, after getting married to his wife,
They were banned from attending some schools, eatMrs. Nancy Lovelace, who he met in Istanbul, they
ing in certain restaurants or riding on buses with white
both decided that they wanted to go back to university
people. Not many people had the courage or the
to get a higher degree. Dr. Miles was in the doctoral
strength to stand up against a social code as strong as
program while Mrs. Nancy did two master‟s degrees
this. However, Dr. Miles Loveat Harvard. “We both loved our
lace was one of those people
years at Harvard,” she said.
who thought that he was up for
He learned many different lanchallenging the culture because
guages throughout his life. He
he knew it was wrong and that it
learned both Turkish and Norhad to be changed.
wegian. In order for him to learn
Dr. Miles was first inspired to
Turkish, he asked if he could
make a change when he was
stay with a Turkish family to
studying at Georgetown Univerteach the children English in
sity and was invited to a speech
return for room and board.
by Dr. Martin Luther King. Dr.
Travelling has always been his
King was one of the people Dr.
interest. He enjoys getting inMiles respected and honored
volved in different cultures,
because of Dr. King‟s worldlearning and engaging with
view, a view that was different
them. He and Mrs. Nancy have
from everybody else‟s. He
travelled to almost 130 counABOVE: ABP’s outgoing Director, Dr.
thought people should not be
tries. They even went to the
Miles Lovelace (left) & Civil Rights Activ- North Pole, which he simply
treated differently just because
of their race, and that everybody ist, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr (right)
described as “freezing”. He
should have equal rights. And
added that he is lucky to have a
that‟s when Dr. Miles became an activist for equal
wife with the same interests.
rights. Even though he nearly got arrested twice for
Dr. Miles has been in Qatar for the past seven
having friends who were of a different race, he never
years. Living in Qatar was easy for him. He came to
gave up what he knew was right. One of the times he
Qatar in 2007 to take over as the Director of the Acawas nearly sent to jail because he and some of his
demic Bridge Program. The ABP has been very imblack friends went to a „white‟ restaurant, which was
portant to him. When he first came, there weren‟t all
obviously against the law. The other time was when he
the facilities that are available today, nor was the facwas riding in the car with some of his black friends.
ulty as good as it is now. He took improving the ABP
They were not seated the way they were supposed to
as a challenge and he succeeded. Dr. Miles was the
with two whites in front and the two blacks in the back.
one who first introduced cross-registration classes
Many people, including relatives, stood against him.
and dual-enrollment. The curriculum was also
They were not proud of what he was doing and thought
changed; he brought in a better, more qualified one
it was wrong. However, that did not stop him from dothat suited everybody.
ing what he thought was right. The only person he truly
After his 50 years in education, Dr. Miles has dehad a hard time convincing was his grandmother. She
cided to retire this year. This will definitely be a loss
was a special woman in his life back then. She didn‟t
for the ABP. However, he said that it was time he had
completely understand what he was doing, but in the
some relaxation in his life as well. “Not getting up at 5
end she finally accepted it.
o‟clock every morning,” is what he‟s looking forward
Besides Dr. King, Dr. Mile‟s grandmother was his
to. He also has some gardening and plenty of reading
other inspiration. She was a huge part of his life, like a
to catch up on. Most importantly though, “I have only
second mother to him. Although she was a woman with
been to 130 countries. I still have 70 more to go, and
no education, she continually supported him and enthere are a couple on top of my list,” he said.
couraged him and because of her he got his four university degrees. “She was always the motivator in my
ABP Tribune
life,” he said.
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Making A Difference
By Ghalya Al-Thani

A

s she sits down in her office in
the ABP’s Student Services Department, Ms. Moza AlBoainain tells me about the important work she does with her colleagues
in college counseling, student wellness, and
planning events and activities for ABP students.
Ms. Moza has worked at the ABP for the
past four years. Along with being the Assistant Director of Student Services, she also
leads the ABP’s Volunteering Club. She enjoys working in the ABP Student Services
Department because “it contributes to the
students” educational experience and enables students to participate in an engaging,
healthy, and active learning environment.”
She also referred to the ABP’s Volunteering
Club by saying, “[the Volunteering Club] is
the perfect way to make students feel they
are connected to their community. The simple act of offering their skills and enthusiasm will positively impact the lives of others,
as
well
as
their
own.”
As ABP students, we all aware of the
many services on offer. Ms. Moza has a lot
of experience working in many different
schools here in Qatar. She has worked as a
teacher at many different schools. She later
became vice-principal and then principal. At
first she was principal of a primary school,
then of a preparatory school and later she
became a high school principal.
Later on, Ms. Moza decided to get a
Masters Degree in Educational Leadership
to “know more about the role that I was expected to do and to excel in my role as a
school leader,” she said. She believes that

ABOVE: Ms. Moza Al-Boainain, the ABP’s Assistant
Director for Student Services & Volunteer Club leader

“teachers mold the future through impacting
their students’ views and understandings.
They foster creativity, develop character,
give students lenses with which to view the
world and provide students with the skills
they need to reach their potential and lead
productive lives.” That is why she wanted
to become a teacher, to “impact lives and
improve the quality of education,” she said.
Just as she likes to take care of her garden and see it grow, what drives her to continue in education is to be the difference in
students’ lives, and to see them flourish and
make the best of themselves.
ABP Tribune
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Book Review: The Fault In Our Stars
By Al-Maha Al-Neama
Genre:
Young adult literature,
Recommended for:
Teenagers & Adults

T

he main character is Hazel Grace. She
was diagnosed with cancer when she was
about 13 years old. In order to help Hazel,
her mother feels that she should go to a
support group for cancer kids, and that‟s where
Hazel meets the lovely Augustus Waters. This is
where the story basically takes off, and when reading we are able to see Hazel and Augustus grow
and develop together and individually.
I really enjoyed reading The Fault in Our Stars. I
loved all the characters and I felt extremely attached to them, especially Augustus and Hazel.
What I loved most about the characters was not
only their individual characteristics, but also the
moments and the relationship they form between
each other. This book is more than a book about
death and dying, it holds a bigger message and I
recommend you all to read it.
For more reviews or information about the book
or author, scan the QR code below using your
smart phone or check out this website:
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11870085the-fault-in-our-stars
“Electric…Filled with staccato bursts of humor and
tragedy.” - Jodi Picoult
Happy reading everyone!!!
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Movie Magic!

NON-STOP

By Abdulla Al-Sulaiti

N

orthern Irishman Liam
Neeson, the star of Taken
(2008) and Taken 2 (2012),
continues to act as an action hero in this new mysterythriller film, “Non-Stop.” Neeson
plays William “Bill” Marks, a U.S.
Federal Air Marshal. Twelve Years
A Slave star, Lupita Nyong’o, is also in this great action movie.

Re
vie

we
d

The movie was directed by Jaume
Collet-Serra, who also directed the
movie Orphan (2009). The movie is
set in a commercial jet at 40,000 feet
in the air.
Bill Marks becomes an air marshal
after he started to become an alcoholic in order for him to deal with his
daughter‟s death from cancer.
During a flight from New York to
London, he starts to receive cryptic
text messages from someone who
tells him that someone on the plane is
going to die every 20 minutes unless
$150 million dollar is transferred to a
specific bank account.

It‟s an outstanding movie and I highly
recommend everyone who is interested
in action, thriller movies to watch it.
ABP Tribune

On its opening day, it grossed $10
million and was ranked number one
at the end of the weekend with $28.9
million.
The
movie
grossed
$178,338,000 worldwide.

Scan the QR code
using your smart
phone to view
the trailer for
this movie.
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Shake Shack vs Burgerry
By Ghalya Al-Thani

Classic Shake Shack burgers / New York Times

A typical Burgerry burger / New York Times

ince its‟ opening on the November
27th, 2012, Shake Shack has become one of the big go-to places
for many residents in Qatar.
A very regular Shake Shack customer,
Sarah Al-Attiya says, “Whenever I‟m at a
friends house or when my friends are over at
my house, we always order from Shake
Shack.” Al-Attiya has been eating from
Shake Shack at least three-times a week ever since it opened. She says: “Before it
opened in Villaggio, we used to drive all the
way to Dubai just to eat from there and come
back. It is definitely worth it. The Shake
Shack burger is the best I‟ve ever had.”
Supervising Manager at Shake Shack, Allan says, “A lot of people from around the
world, especially the Saudis, come here just
to eat Shake Shack.” He also says: “What
makes us so special is that you would come
from another country to eat here, and that
we have a lot of hospitality. That is the best
thing that Shake Shack has; hospitality,
friendliness, and approachable staff here in
Shake Shack.” Shake Shack currently receives between 500 to 600 customers per
weekday and a minimum of 1,000 per weekend.
Five months after its‟ opening, a Qatari
fast food restaurant named Burgerry,
opened close-by, serving what seem to look
like Shake Shack burgers. However, Shake
Shack was still able to hang on to their customers. Mike, a supervising manager at
Burgerry says: “In no way do we intend to

copy Shake Shack. Yes, our burgers look
very similar but taste very different. Our food
is made fresh. We never use leftovers; it is
all 100 percent fresh.”
Younis Akhriz, an employee at Burgerry
says, “What makes Burgerry unique among
the many other burger joints in Qatar, is our
vintage style cottage and our unique location
in Aspire Park.” Burgerry is decorated with
old furniture to give it a vintage style effect.
“The floors are 120 years old, along with the
tables and chairs,” said Akhriz.
Maryam Al-Thani is a devoted Burgerry
customer. Al-Thani says: “I was walking in
Aspire when the cottage caught my attention.
I didn‟t expect it to be a fast food restaurant.
I‟m generally not the type of person that eats
burgers, but something about the place
made me try it and ever since, me and my
family have been eating there regularly.”Burgerry sees 400 to 500 customers per
weekday and reaches around 1,000 per
weekend.
According to Al-Maha Al-Badi, a young
Qatari women, she is not a fan of either of
fast food establishment. “When Shake Shack
opened, I ate from there just because everybody else was eating from there. I wanted to
be as cool as they were so I ate from there
and I ate from Burgerry too. Now I can‟t eat
at any of them. Both disgust me and their
food doesn‟t look that appetizing either. If
eating from there is what makes you cool, I
don‟t want to eat from there.”

S

ABP Tribune
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Future Career Paths
By Nadia El-Meragawi
ied. Which was your favourite? Look at any
sports you love, are you any good at them?
Any hobbies that fill up every second of your
free time? There is something for everyone to
do. I personally believe that everyone has a
purpose in life, be it something huge that affects daily life on a world scale or something
small but equally important that will help people around you.
Maybe one of the reasons that you haven't
chosen a career is because you haven't even
heard of the one thing you ought to be doing
for your life. Being in Qatar, we actually have
a great opportunity to do something awesome
with our lives. Qatar is a country on the rise,
and has great opportunities to build the future
you want!
Not everyone is totally aware of all of the
vast career paths you can follow, and hopefully this will have enlightened you on what you
can do and has given you the motivation to do
what want to do, not what people expect you
to do.

W

e have all looked at ourselves
and wondered where it is we
might be in a few years time. Will
we be successful? Happy? What
will we be doing?
Choosing a career is a strange process. You
might look up at the sky and wonder what else
might be up there and that curiosity might end
up driving you to become an astronaut. You
might be playing football in your garden when
all of a sudden you realise that is all you want
to do for the rest of your life. When finding a
career, be sure that it is actually related to
something you love, something that won't ever
seem boring to you. After choosing what we
want to be, we tend to aspire to be like somebody who has accomplished something great,
like Neil Armstrong or Steve Jobs.
However if you still aren't sure about what
you want to do, maybe you need to take a step
back and give yourself some room to decide.
Look at all of the subjects you have ever stud-

ABP Tribune
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What? Why? Are you sure?
By Reem M. Abdulhameed

What is stronger than childhood memory?
Why did I go through all that?
Why this giant fear?
What was he afraid of?
Facts are facts. But what?
Why does he let me know his plans?
What else is there to say?
What if he has found another?
Why, would he tell the truth?
What should I ask for?
Then what?
What do you do with a wound?

‘Steps’
By Nadia El-Meragawi

17 years old. Almost there.

Eight wasted moments.

Almost at the door.

I feel time passing me by.

Five more steps & I’m there.

How am I getting further away?

Five more insignificant moments.

Now nine more steps.

Five until I can open the door.

Nine more moments wasted.

Six more steps to the door.

Nine becomes ten.

Six more instants that seem insignificant

Tem becomes eleven.

Six becomes seven.

Time running past getting further away

I’m moving forward in time,

Back to where I think I began.

But backward in reality.

Moments adding up, hours becoming days

Seven moments that seem meaningless.

Days becoming weeks, weeks now months

Seven steps to the door.

And months years.

Eight more steps and I’m there.

I’m a baby again!
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Interview by ABP student, Yara Baturni.

The ABP helped me in many ways figure out
what I wanted to do in the future. Over the
course of my studies, I developed a passion for
economics and financial modeling. I wanted to
enrol in Carnegie Mellon University and attend
their economics program. During my ABP year, I
was able to enrol in four courses at CMU and
attend as a part time student there. That opportunity,which I got through ABP, was the most
critical factor into getting accepted in the CMU
business and economics program.

M

y ABP experience was quite unforgettable. Not only did I sharpen my skills
during that year, but I met my best
friends through ABP. The program helped me
enter university, helped me prepare and gave
me a competitive advantage over those who
went directly from school. I was also accustomed to the system of how the university
works. ABP was definitely an experience that
facilitated the process of transitioning from a
high school student to a university student.
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Editor Bids Farewell
Derrick Moloney has been the ABP’s faculty
sponsor to the ABP Newsletter Club for the
past five years. This is his final year at the
ABP and indeed, his final issue as editor of
the ABP Tribune. Derrick has decided to relocate to the Malaysia/Singapore region to take
up a new faculty position in August 2014.
“I am immensely proud of all the ABP Newsletter Club students that I have advised and mentored over the past five years. I am also very
proud to say that many of them went on to study
journalism or communications at Northwestern
University-Qatar and other schools around the
world, and I am still in contact with many of the
former students,” he said.
The ABP Tribune has gone from strength to
strength over the years. This is the 23rd issue of
the ABP Tribune and the 26th newsletter produced as the first three newsletter issues had a
different name and format – the ABP Akhbar.
Derrick received his B.A. in Media Production
& Management and M.A. in Journalism from
Dublin City University, Ireland. In 2012, he com-

pleted his M. Ed. in International Education with
an EFL Specialization through Endicott College
in Massachusetts. Prior to joining the ABP, he
worked in the journalism industry in Ireland.
“It has been a real honor running the ABP
Newsletter Club. Kudos to the students for all
their hard work over the years,” he said.
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