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Introduction to the ABP  
 

The Academic Bridge Program (ABP), a member of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and 

Community Development, is a leading pre-university initiative designed for high school graduates 

from Qatar and other regional countries. The ABP equips students with the academic and personal 

skills necessary to thrive at prestigious universities worldwide, with a special focus on preparing 

them for higher education institutions within Qatar Foundation’s Education City. 

 

ABP Vision 

To be the pre-eminent provider of educational programs in Qatar and the Region to equip 

motivated and top-caliber learners to succeed in their academic and professional endeavors 

 

ABP Mission 

To provide opportunities to motivated and top-caliber learners with the academic support and 

personal skills necessary for success in achieving academic excellence at local and international 

universities with special focus on Qatar Foundation Partner Universities, as well as providing them 

with professional skills necessary for employability.  

 

 

The ABP offers three academic tracks:  

 

- Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Track:   
 

The STEM track includes two distinct pathways: the Medical Pathway and the Applied 

Sciences Pathway. The Applied Sciences Pathway is designed for students seeking careers in 

science- and technology-related fields, including, but not limited to, Engineering, Architecture, 

Information Systems, Computer Science, Cybersecurity, Artificial Intelligence, Earth 

Sciences, Physics, Mathematics, and Statistics. The Medical Pathway is designed for students 

seeking careers in health and life sciences, including, but not limited to, Medicine, Biological 

Sciences, Biochemistry, Environmental Chemistry, Nursing, and Pharmacy. 

 

- Social Sciences Track: 
 

Social Sciences track is for those who are looking to start a career in social sciences-related 

fields such as, but not limited to, Business Administration, Finance, Accounting, Marketing, 

Entrepreneurship, Business Analytics and Technologies, Global Economics, Operations 

Management, Product Management, Strategic Planning, Supply Chain, International affairs.  
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- Humanities & Visual Arts Track: 
 

Humanities and Visual Arts track is for those who are looking to start a career in Humanities 

or Visual Arts related fields such as, but not limited to, Visual Arts, Fine Arts, Journalism and 

Strategic Communications, Media (Media Design and Production, Film Design, Media and 

Politics, Media History and Esthetics), Art History, Studio, Graphic Design, Interior Design, 

Arabic Language for Non-Native Speakers, English Language and Linguistics, Law.  

 

The ABP is fully accredited by the Commission on English Language Program Accreditation 

(CEA). The ABP is also accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) 

in the United States as a Supplementary Education Program (SEP). This milestone underscores the 

ABP’s ongoing commitment to providing high-quality education aligned with global university 

standards. 
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The ABP Curriculum  
 
Curriculum at the ABP is broadly construed with the offered academic tracks. It includes the taught 

and learned curriculum, tutoring, academic advising, and counseling. 

 

In order to fulfill its objectives, the curriculum is structured to address the identified requirements 

of the students. Thorough assessments are conducted to gauge the students' proficiency in English 

and Mathematics initially, and their needs are continually evaluated at different points throughout 

the academic year. The program encompasses a variety of courses including English, Mathematics, 

Science, Computer Studies, Python Programming, Social Entrepreneurship, and Digital Media, 

each offered at varying levels. Students are assigned to these courses based on their individual 

proficiency levels, with particular emphasis placed on their English proficiency as a determining 

factor for course placement. 

 

The academic year is divided into two semesters, each comprising two marking periods followed 

by a final exam period, with each marking period lasting 7-8 weeks. Throughout the semester, 

students undergo continuous assessment to monitor their progress. At the conclusion of the first 

semester, a review of the student's performance is conducted to determine the courses they will 

undertake in the subsequent semester. 

 

The curriculum is carefully designed to address the specific skill requirements and educational 

needs of students across their academic tracks. Regardless of track, students take English with 

integrated IELTS preparation and Mathematics every semester. STEM students take science 

courses aligned with their intended fields of study. Specifically, students in the Medical Pathway 

take two science courses each semester and do not take computer courses, while students in the 

Applied Sciences Pathway take one science course—Physics, Chemistry, or Biology—each 

semester in addition to computer skills and programming courses. Students in the Social Sciences 

track take Social Entrepreneurship each semester. Students in the Humanities and Visual Arts track 

take Social Entrepreneurship each semester and Storytelling with Digital Media in the second 

semester. Non-STEM students may take Introduction to Research Methods as a replacement for 

Social Entrepreneurship, where appropriate. In addition, AP Physics and AP Seminar are offered 

in the Spring semester as optional courses for interested students and are taught as approved by 

the College Board. AP Physics is available for STEM students to replace one of the science 

courses, while AP Seminar is available for students in the Social Sciences and Humanities and 

Visual Arts tracks to replace the Social Entrepreneurship course. 

 

The ABP documents students’ needs and progress using evidence from placement tests, diagnostic 

assessments, IELTS results, coursework, and other relevant academic data. This information is 

recorded in PowerSchool and related academic tracking tools to support placement, advising, 
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progression decisions, and individualized student support. 

 

All students receive a course syllabus for each course. Each syllabus includes course objectives, 

Student Learning Outcomes, learning resources, assessment methods, and other expectations 

relevant to successful course completion. 

 

Student learning outcomes are explicitly tied to course objectives and assessments. The outcomes 

are written, observable, and measurable, and are expressed in terms of academic readiness skills.  

 

Curriculum Framework 
 

Curriculum Framework Purpose 
 

The ABP Curriculum Framework establishes the purpose, principles, and expectations that guide 

curriculum design, delivery, assessment, review, and continuous improvement across the program. 

It supports alignment with the ABP mission and goals, QF strategic orientations, accreditation 

requirements, assessed student needs, and university-readiness requirements. The framework 

positions the ABP as an evidence-informed, student-centered learning organization that responds 

thoughtfully to academic, technological, economic, and social changes while promoting students’ 

English language development, academic literacy, holistic growth, and readiness for higher 

education. 

 

In alignment with CEA standards, the framework provides a foundation for: 

● Ensuring that the curriculum is written, mission-driven, rigorous, relevant, and responsive 

to assessed student needs. 

● Aligning course goals, course objectives, Student Learning Outcomes, instructional 

materials, teaching methodologies, and assessment practices. 

● Guiding systematic curriculum planning, review, documentation, and evidence-based 

improvement of curricular elements, student assessment practices, and student support 

services. 

 

Key Principles: 

● Mission alignment: Curriculum decisions are guided by the ABP mission, program goals, 

CEA expectations, and QF strategic orientations. 

● Coherence and alignment: Curriculum components, including objectives, Student Learning 

Outcomes, instruction, resources, and assessment, work together to support meaningful 

student learning. 
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● Evidence-informed improvement: Curriculum planning and review use data from 

placement, assessment, student achievement, course reports, stakeholder feedback, and 

documented review findings to strengthen program quality. 
 

Scope of Curriculum Framework 
 

The framework provides guidance for: 

● Consistency and quality in curriculum design and delivery. 

● Planning, implementing, and evaluating programs using data-informed strategies. 

● Ensuring curriculum is rigorous, relevant, and aligned with QF standards. 

● Embedding cross-curricular and transdisciplinary skills to promote holistic student 

development. 

 

Graduate Competencies 
 

ABP students are expected to develop the following core competencies: 

1. Social Engagement 

Students contribute positively to their communities and collaborate effectively with others. They 

demonstrate resourcefulness, resilience, and responsibility. 

2. Academic Competence 

Students engage with knowledge conceptually across disciplines, reflect on their learning, and 

apply academic skills in authentic contexts. They are locally rooted and globally minded. 

3. Identity 

Students understand their heritage and culture while connecting local and global perspectives. 

They act ethically and contribute positively to society. 

4. Creative and Critical Thinking 

Students analyze information from multiple perspectives, think creatively and critically, and 

generate solutions to complex problems. They take initiative and use appropriate tools for 

planning, decision-making, and impact assessment. 

5. Digital and Technological Literacy  

Students develop proficiency in digital tools, data analysis, programming, and the responsible 

use of emerging technologies, supporting lifelong learning and adaptability. 

6. Global Competence  

Students collaborate across cultures, understand global challenges, and participate meaningfully 

in international and intercultural learning experiences. 

7. Sustainability Awareness  

Students apply environmental, social, and economic sustainability principles in decision-making 

and problem-solving. 
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Learning Domains 
 

The ABP offers a balanced curriculum aligned with students’ academic tracks and pathways: 

● English Language and Academic Literacy: Reading, Writing, Listening, Speaking, 

Academic Reading, English Composition, Academic Communication, and embedded 

IELTS preparation. 

● Mathematics: Introduction to Algebra, College Algebra, Precalculus, and Calculus. 

● Science: Physics, Chemistry, and Biology for students in the STEM track, including the 

Medical Pathway and the Applied Sciences Pathway. 

● Computer and Digital Skills: Computer Skills, Python Programming, Storytelling with 

Digital Media, and Digital Literacy. 

● Social Entrepreneurship and Research Methods: Social Innovation, Introduction to 

Research Methods, and cross-curricular sustainability projects for students in the Social 

Sciences and Humanities and Visual Arts tracks. 

 

Cross-Cultural Learning  
 

The ABP fosters in young people of all backgrounds a sense of pride in and respect for their own 

country while developing an open-minded understanding of other cultures. Teaching methods and 

instructional materials from a wide variety of sources are used to support this goal. 

 

The ABP recognizes the exceptional opportunities for learning and growth that students gain from 

living in an international setting. The program seeks to take advantage of these opportunities 

academically, socially, and culturally. 

 

Pedagogy 
 

The curriculum framework promotes the development of learners who are socially engaged, 

academically competent, locally rooted, and globally minded. Accordingly, learning and teaching 

approaches are designed to ensure deep, meaningful, and impactful learning. These approaches 

are: 

 

● Agentic, student-centered, and inquiry-based 
● Collaborative, interdisciplinary, and contextually relevant 
● Inclusive, equitable, and personalized 
● Reflective and data-informed 
● Globally minded and socially engaged 
● Creativity- and innovation-focused 
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Inclusion and Student Support 
 

Students who have mild educational, learning, or emotional challenges may be eligible to receive 

services and accommodations arranged by the ABP, such as extended time on exams, note-taking 

support, tutoring, counseling, organizational skills coaching, or small-group instruction. The ABP 

also has a dedicated Individualized Accommodation Plan (IAP) committee that reviews and 

coordinates appropriate support for students with special needs in line with their documented 

needs. In addition, students receive academic support through instructors’ office hours and tutoring 

hours provided by the Learning Resources Center. 

 

All students have an Academic Advisor. The Academic Advisor serves as both an advocate for the 

student and a guide.  Among the issues that the academic advisor can assist students with are study 

skills, attendance, policies & procedures, problem-solving, and steps to be followed in the college 

application process. In some cases, the Academic Advisor may also be able to write a letter of 

reference for universities.  Accordingly, it is especially recommended that the student try to build 

a strong working relationship with the Academic Advisor.  

 

The Academic Advisor monitors student attendance and academic progress, guides students, and 

works with students to develop personalized improvement plans. 

 

The Academic Advisors and the College Counselor help monitor their advisees’ progress in the 

college application process. 

Program of Studies 
 

The ABP offers a balanced program of studies aligned with students’ academic tracks and intended 

university pathways. Across all tracks, students develop core competencies in English Language 

and Academic Literacy, Mathematics, and discipline-specific learning domains, with English 

language development and embedded IELTS preparation integrated throughout the curriculum. 

 

The academic year is organized into two semesters, Fall and Spring. In each semester, students are 

enrolled in courses that reflect their placement results, English proficiency level, academic 

progress, and selected track. 

 

Students in all tracks take English with integrated IELTS preparation and Mathematics every 

semester. STEM students take science courses aligned with their intended fields of study. Students 

in the Medical Pathway take two science courses each semester and do not take computer courses, 

while students in the Applied Sciences Pathway take one science course each semester in addition 
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to computer skills and programming courses. Students in the Social Sciences track take Social 

Entrepreneurship each semester, and students in the Humanities and Visual Arts track take Social 

Entrepreneurship each semester and Storytelling with Digital Media in the second semester. Non-

STEM students may take Introduction to Research Methods as a replacement for Social 

Entrepreneurship, where appropriate. 

 

Detailed course requirements, placement criteria, progression expectations, and achievement 

levels are provided in the ABP Achievement Scale and its accompanying interpretation. These 

documents clarify how students’ course loads and academic pathways are determined and how 

achievement is documented across the academic year. 

 

Program Duration 
The ABP is normally completed over one academic year, consisting of two semesters: Fall and 

Spring. Each semester includes two marking periods followed by a final examination period. This 

structure allows students to develop the academic, language, mathematical, scientific, 

technological, and discipline-specific competencies required for success in their selected academic 

tracks and intended university pathways. 

Teaching hours vary according to students’ academic tracks, pathways, placement levels, and 

course loads. In general, students follow a full-time schedule each semester, with weekly 

instructional hours distributed across English, Mathematics, and the relevant track-based courses, 

including science, computer and programming, social entrepreneurship, research methods, or 

digital media courses, as applicable. 

Students’ progression through the program is guided by their placement results, English 

proficiency level, academic performance, and track requirements. At the end of the Fall semester, 

students’ academic performance is reviewed to determine appropriate course placement and 

progression for the Spring semester. 

Although the program is designed as a one-year preparatory program, students’ individual 

schedules and course loads may vary depending on their academic track, pathway, placement level, 

and demonstrated progress. Any decisions related to placement, progression, or continuation are 

made in accordance with the ABP Achievement Scale and its accompanying interpretation. 

Course Teaching Hours and Track-Based Study Load 

The tables below summarize the standard weekly teaching hours associated with ABP courses and 

the indicative semester teaching load for each track and pathway. Course credits generally reflect 

the number of weekly instructional hours. Actual student schedules may vary according to English 
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proficiency level, mathematics level, intended major, academic progress and program 

requirements. 

Learning Area Courses 
Weekly Teaching 

Hours per Course 

English Language and 

Academic Literacy 

ENG 114, ENG 115, ENG 116, ENG 

124, ENG 125, ENG 126 
6 hours each 

Advanced English ENG 201, ENG 212, ENG 222 3 hours each 

Mathematics 

MATH 110, MATH 111, MATH 112, 

MATH 121, MATH 122, MATH 131, 

MATH 132 

5 hours each 

Science 
BIOL 101, BIOL 102, CHEM 101, 

CHEM 102, PHYS 101, PHYS 102 
4 hours each 

Computer and Digital Skills 
COMP 101, COMP 102, COMP 202, 

COMP 302 
3 hours each 

Social Entrepreneurship and 

Research Methods 
SEN 101, SEN 102, RES 101 

SEN courses: 4 hours 

each; RES 101: 3 hours 

 

Track / 

Pathway 

Fall Semester Indicative 

Load 

Spring Semester Indicative 

Load 

Weekly 

Teaching 

Hours 

STEM – 

Applied 

Sciences 

Pathway 

English, Mathematics, one 

Science course, and 

Computer Skills 

English, Mathematics, one 

Science course, and 

Programming with Python 

Fall: 24 hours; 

Spring: 21–24 

hours 

STEM – 

Medical 

Pathway 

English, Mathematics, and 

two Science courses 

English, Mathematics, and two 

Science courses 

Fall: 24 hours; 

Spring: 21–24 

hours 

Social 

Sciences Track 

English, Mathematics, 

Social Entrepreneurship, 

and Computer Skills 

English, Mathematics, Social 

Entrepreneurship or Research 

Methods, and Computing 

Fall: 24 hours; 

Spring: 21–24 

hours 

Humanities and 

Visual Arts 

Track 

English, Mathematics, 

Social Entrepreneurship, 

and Computer Skills 

English, Mathematics, Social 

Entrepreneurship or Research 

Methods, and Storytelling with 

Digital Media 

Fall: 24 hours; 

Spring: 21–24 

hours 

 



 

14 
 

Cross-Registration 
 
Many ABP students take some of their courses at the universities in Education City through the 

mechanism of cross-registration.  Cross-registration is the process by which some ABP students 

take a course at one of the QF partner universities. Cross-registration is arranged by the ABP Office 

of Academic Affairs. 

The Assistant Director for Academic Affairs identifies students who seem to be good candidates 

for cross-registration in each semester. The Assistant Director for Academic Affairs, in 

coordination with the ABP Registrar, invites these students to an orientation about cross-

registration. These students may, if they wish, apply to be candidates for cross-registration. The 

Assistant Director for Academic Affairs will then try to find appropriate cross-registration classes 

for these students in coordination with the QF partner universities. Sometimes a class taken 

through cross-registration is taken instead of an ABP class. Sometimes a class taken through cross-

registration is taken in addition to a full load of ABP classes. The ABP sets a deadline each 

semester for ABP students to drop a cross-registration class. This deadline is different from the 

one that the universities set. Students who are having trouble in a cross-registration class should 

meet with the instructor of that class and should meet separately with the Assistant Director for 

Academic Affairs, Registrar, and College Counselor to discuss the situation. 

After the end of the semester, students taking cross-registration classes are given a university 

transcript detailing how the student did in the course(s) taken at that university. The grades earned 

in cross-registration classes are entered on ABP transcripts. 

While efforts are made to cross-register students in their first-choice university, taking a course at 

any of the universities in Education City can be fruitful. If an ABP student goes on to join any of 

the universities in Education City, generally the credit earned in cross-registration courses will be 

accepted even if the cross-registration course was taken at a different university in Education City. 

Sometimes the credit will help to meet core requirements; sometimes the credit counts as an 

elective. 

Placement 
Student placement at the ABP is designed to ensure that students are enrolled in courses and levels 

that appropriately reflect their academic readiness, English proficiency, mathematics skills, 

intended university pathway, and selected academic track. Placement decisions are informed by 

multiple sources of evidence, including the IELTS or other English proficiency indicators, 

placement tests, diagnostic assessments, prior academic background, and ongoing academic 

performance. 
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Placement also supports students’ progression within the ABP’s track-based structure, including 

the STEM Medical Pathway, STEM Applied Sciences Pathway, Social Sciences track, and 

Humanities and Visual Arts track. Students’ placement is reviewed at key points during the 

academic year, particularly at the end of the Fall semester, to determine appropriate course 

placement and progression for the Spring semester. 

Detailed placement criteria, achievement levels, and progression expectations are provided in the 

ABP Achievement Scale and its accompanying interpretation. These documents clarify how 

student placement, course levels, course loads, and academic pathways are determined across the 

academic year. 

Schedules 

The Registrar’s Office is responsible for preparing the master schedule and individual student 

schedules using placement information, course requirements, academic track and pathway 

information, and input provided by academic departments. In preparing schedules, the Registrar’s 

Office assigns students to courses, levels, and sections in a manner that supports students’ 

academic needs, progression requirements, and the operational needs of the ABP. 

Students may not choose their course levels, class sections, or instructors. 

Students are placed in levels, courses, and sections according to the criteria set forth in the ABP 

Achievement Scale and the accompanying interpretation of that scale, as well as students’ English 

proficiency, Mathematics level, academic progress, intended pathway, and course availability. 

 

In exceptional cases, adjustments to a student’s schedule may be considered based on documented 

academic, learning, accessibility, health, or other student support needs. Such adjustments are 

made on a case-by-case basis, subject to course availability, program requirements, and 

appropriate review by the Registrar’s Office, Academic Affairs, and, where applicable, the IAP 

Committee. These adjustments are intended to support student access, progression, and success 

while maintaining the academic integrity and operational requirements of the program. 

 

If students have concerns about their placement or schedule, they should first discuss the concern 

with the relevant instructor. If the concern is not resolved, students may consult the relevant 

Department Head. If further review is needed, students may appeal to the Assistant Director for 

Academic Affairs. 

Class sizes average approximately 25 students, though some classes may occasionally have higher 

or lower enrollment depending on placement, scheduling, course requirements, and program 

needs. 



 

16 
 

Assessment 
 

Assessment is tied directly to Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs). 

 

Through assessment, the extent to which learners acquire the competencies of the ABP graduate 

is documented and shared with all stakeholders.  

Assessment strategies that ensure equitable, fair and culturally responsive assessment allow 

learners to self-assess, reflect and act. Impactful assessment is closely linked to the written 

curriculum, learning and teaching. 

Assessment methods vary according to the nature of each course, its learning outcomes, and the 

skills and competencies students are expected to demonstrate. Depending on the course, 

assessment may include quizzes, tests, midterm assessments, final examinations, final projects, 

homework, written assignments, oral presentations, research tasks, laboratory or practical work, 

digital projects, programming tasks, class-based performance tasks, or other appropriate measures 

of student learning. Departments and instructors select assessment methods that are suitable for 

the course content and ensure alignment with course objectives, Student Learning Outcomes, and 

ABP graduate competencies. Assessment methods are clearly stated in each course syllabus.  

 

The following principles are applied both to assessments designed to advance learning 

(formative assessments) and those designed to evaluate student achievement (summative 

assessments). McTighe and Curtis (2019) identify key principles of effective assessment that 

guide ABP assessment practices: 

● Assessments should support teaching and enhance learning. 

● Multiple measures should be used to provide a fuller picture of student achievement. 

● Assessments should align with course goals, Student Learning Outcomes, and graduate 

competencies. 

● Assessments should measure meaningful learning and important skills. 

● Assessments should be fair, valid, and reliable. 

 

Effort, participation, and attendance are NOT used to assess learner competencies. 

 

Homework assigned to students is evaluated according to relevant learning objectives and 

assessment criteria. Mere completion of homework is not used as the basis for assigning a grade. 

Student work should be assessed and returned in a timely manner. In general, graded work should 

be returned to students with appropriate feedback within one week of submission. When additional 

grading time is required due to the nature of the assignment or the demands of instruction, student 

work should be returned with a grade and appropriate feedback within two weeks of submission. 
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Faculty members are expected to keep their PowerSchool gradebooks updated. In general, 

gradebooks should be updated weekly when new grades are available. At a minimum, new 

grades should be entered into the gradebook for each course at least once every two weeks. 

In addition to grades, students should receive appropriate feedback on individual assignments, 

including guidance on how to improve their work when applicable. 

 

Students can use PowerSchool to check their grades and attendance. Parents can monitor their 

children’s performance and attendance by using their children’s PowerSchool username and 

password. 

Final Exams and Final Projects 

Students taking the same course have the same final exam or final project. 

 

All final exams and final projects must be submitted for approval to the course coordinator and 

Department Head. 

The grading of final exams and final projects must use the same grading rubrics and grading 

criteria. 

 

Final exams and final projects are moderated through independent review of sample student 

work by other instructors. 

To provide clarity, ensure consistency in decision-making, and reduce pressure on instructors, 

students who miss their final exam should be referred to the Office of Academic Affairs. 

 

The Office of Academic Affairs determines whether the absence is excused or unexcused and 

informs the instructor(s) and Department Head(s) of the decision. 

 

If the absence is deemed excused, the Office of Academic Affairs may allow the student to take a 

make-up exam. Make-up exams are scheduled by the ABP Registrar. 

 

If the absence is determined to be unexcused, a grade of zero will be entered for the final exam. 

 

On the day of the exam, instructors inform their Department Head of any students who miss 

exams. The Department Head then shares this information with the Registrar. 
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Academic Progress 
Student academic progress is monitored continuously throughout the academic year through 

coursework, formative and summative assessments, attendance records, gradebook data, instructor 

feedback, and advising records. Progress is reviewed at key points during the year, including the 

end of each marking period and the end of each semester, to determine whether students are 

meeting course expectations, Student Learning Outcomes, and progression requirements. 

When concerns about academic progress are identified, instructors, Academic Advisors, 

Department Heads, and the Office of Academic Affairs work collaboratively to guide students and 

provide appropriate support. This may include academic advising, individualized improvement 

plans, instructors’ office hours, tutoring through the Learning Resources Center, attendance 

monitoring, and counseling referrals. 

Academic standing, course progression, probation, continuation, and dismissal are governed by 

the ABP Student Handbook and the ABP Achievement Scale. These documents provide the 

detailed criteria, procedures, and decision-making processes related to students’ academic standing 

and progression within the program. 

 

Report Cards & Transcripts 
The ABP provides electronic reports of student’s progress to students 4 times per year: after 

marking period 1; after the fall semester; after marking period 3; and after the spring semester.   

 

The reports provide clear, concise, and accurate information about a student’s performance.  The 

ABP grade reports explain the meaning of marks and how they reflect student achievement. 

 

Students and parents may request hard copies of these reports from the Registrar’s office. 

Formal transcripts are provided to students twice a year: after the end of the fall semester and 

after the end of the spring semester.   

 

The Registrar’s office generates report cards and transcripts and maintains electronic copies of 

all transcripts. 

 

All ABP courses are for credit. 

 

Only courses taken at the ABP or at one of the QF partner universities in Education City appear 

on ABP transcripts. Those universities are Weill Cornell Medical College Qatar; Virginia 

Commonwealth University Qatar; Northwestern University Qatar; Georgetown University Qatar; 

Carnegie Mellon University Qatar, and Hamad Bin Khalifa University.  
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Each course’s fall semester grade is calculated as follows: marking period 1 (40%); marking 

period 2 (40%); final exam (20%). 

 

Each course’s spring semester grade is calculated as follows: marking period 3 (40%); marking 

period 4 (40%); final exam (20%). 

 

GPA is independently calculated in each of the 2 semesters.  A cumulative GPA is calculated for 

both semester by the end of the Academic Year. The number of course credits helps determine 

GPA, with course credits generally being a reflection of the number of class hours per week.  

Only courses taken at the ABP are used to calculate GPA. 

 

The ABP follows the American A-F grading system to evaluate students’ achievements of the 

Student Learning Outcomes in each course.   

 

Below is the grading scale used by the ABP to determine letter grades and GPA. 

 

Grade Percentage GPA Remarks 

A 93-100 4.0 Excellent 

A- 90-92 3.7 Excellent 

B+ 87-89 3.3 Very Good 

B 83-86 3.0 Good 

B- 80-82 2.7 Fairly Good 

C+ 77-79 2.3 Above Average 

C 73-76 2.0 Average 

C- 70-72 1.7 Low Average 

D+ 67-69 1.3 Unsatisfactory 

D 63-66 1.0 Unsatisfactory 

D- 60-62 0.7 Very Poor 

F Below 60 0.0 Failing 
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Recognition of Student Achievement 
The ABP celebrates student achievement both informally and formally. Formally, the ABP 

celebrates student achievement with an Honor Roll, a High Honor Roll, and a list recognizing 

students with outstanding attendance.  Students who perform exemplary academic work by earning 

an average of 90 or above and no grade below 90 will be placed on the High Honor Roll. Those 

with an average of 80 or above and no grade below 80 will be placed on the Honor Roll. Students 

who have perfect attendance and no tardies will be awarded a Certificate for Perfect Attendance. 

 

Curriculum Development and Review 

Overview 
 

Curriculum development and review at the ABP is a continuous, systematic, and evidence-

informed process designed to ensure that courses and programs remain aligned with the ABP 

mission, CEA accreditation expectations, Student Learning Outcomes, student needs, and 

university-readiness goals. The ABP plans, implements, monitors, and evaluates its curriculum 

using multiple sources of evidence, including placement results, student achievement data, grade 

distributions, course completion data, student and instructor feedback, advising input, and 

progression outcomes. 

 

The curriculum aims to equip students with the English language, academic literacy, mathematical, 

scientific, technological, research, and discipline-specific competencies needed for success in a 

changing society, higher education, and the global community. Curriculum review pays particular 

attention to the quality, coherence, and effectiveness of English language instruction and academic 

literacy development. Reviews consider whether English courses are appropriately sequenced, 

whether Student Learning Outcomes are clearly stated and measurable, whether teaching and 

assessment practices are aligned with those outcomes, and whether students are making 

documented progress toward the language and academic skills required for university success. 

 

Characteristics of an Effective ABP Curriculum 

 

An effective ABP curriculum is intentionally designed to support students across the program’s 

academic tracks and pathways, align learning with Student Learning Outcomes and graduate 

competencies, guide placement and progression, and promote continuous improvement across all 

learning domains. Specifically, an effective ABP curriculum is: 
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● Purposeful and relevant: Develops the English language, academic literacy, 

mathematical, scientific, technological, research, digital media, and discipline-specific 

knowledge and skills students need for success in their selected tracks, pathways, and 

intended university destinations. 

● Coherent and sequenced: Provides logically organized learning experiences across 

English, Mathematics, Science, Computer and Digital Skills, Social Entrepreneurship, 

Research Methods, and Digital Media, ensuring that courses build progressively by level, 

semester, track, and pathway. 

● Aligned: Connects course objectives, Student Learning Outcomes, graduate 

competencies, teaching practices, learning resources, and assessment methods so that the 

written, taught, assessed, and supported curriculum work together consistently. 

● Responsive to student placement and progression: Uses placement results, diagnostic 

data, academic performance, and progression reviews to ensure that students are enrolled 

in appropriate levels, courses, tracks, and pathways. 

● Evidence-informed and continuously improved: Draws on assessment results, student 

achievement data, course reports, stakeholder feedback, curriculum review findings, and 

documented recommendations to strengthen curriculum quality and student learning over 

time. 

 

Curriculum Review Cycle 
 

The ABP employs a three-year cyclical curriculum review process, supported by annual 

monitoring, semester course reports, stakeholder feedback, and ongoing program analysis. The 

purpose of the review cycle is to ensure that the curriculum remains aligned with the ABP mission, 

CEA accreditation expectations, Student Learning Outcomes, graduate competencies, student 

placement and progression needs, and the requirements of ABP’s tracks, pathways, and learning 

domains. 

By the end of each semester, instructors submit course reports that summarize course delivery, 

student performance, assessment outcomes, challenges encountered, and recommendations for 

improvement. In addition, recommendations and feedback from QF partner universities and other 

relevant stakeholders are considered as part of the curriculum review process. These reports and 

stakeholder inputs are used to support evidence-informed decision-making, course enhancement, 

and continuous improvement. 

Findings from curriculum reviews are documented and used to inform course revisions, 

instructional improvements, assessment updates, resource decisions, faculty collaboration, and 

future planning. Recommendations, approvals, implementation steps, and follow-up actions are 

recorded through the appropriate departmental, Curriculum and Academic Standards (CAS) 

Committee, and Academic Council processes. 

 

Phases of Review: 
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1. Evaluation and Preparation: Review existing curriculum documents, course syllabi, 

placement data, assessment results, student achievement data, course reports, and 

stakeholder feedback to identify strengths, gaps, and areas for improvement. 

2. Revision and Planning: Develop or revise course content, Student Learning Outcomes, 

assessment methods, learning resources, teaching strategies, and study plans to ensure 

alignment across tracks, pathways, levels, and learning domains. 

3. Implementation: Implement approved curriculum revisions, new courses, instructional 

adjustments, assessment updates, and resource changes in accordance with program 

requirements and approval processes. 

4. Monitoring and Adjustment: Monitor implementation through course reports, grade 

distributions, student progress data, instructor feedback, student feedback, advising input, 

and other relevant evidence. 

5. Documentation and Follow-up: Document recommendations, decisions, approvals, 

implementation actions, and follow-up measures to support transparency, accountability, 

and continuous improvement. 

6. Annual Vertical Review: Review alignment, coherence, sequencing, and progression 

across course levels, semesters, tracks, pathways, and learning domains. 

 

 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 
 

Academic Departments and Faculty: 

● Participate in continuous curriculum development and revision. 

● Submit course reports and recommendations for improvement. 

● Submit departmental recommendations to the Curriculum and Academic Standards 
(CAS) Committee for review and consideration. 

● Monitor student progress and implement data-informed adjustments. 
 

Curriculum and Academic Standards (CAS) Committee: 

● Oversees curriculum development and review. 

● Ensures alignment with ABP mission, QF strategic goals, and quality standards. 

● Ensures alignment with CEA accreditation expectations, the ABP mission, QF 
strategic goals, Student Learning Outcomes, and quality standards. 

● Reviews and approves departmental curriculum recommendations and determines 
which items require submission to the Academic Council for final approval. 

● Makes recommendations to the Academic Council for final approval. 
 

Academic Council: 

• Provides final review and approval of major curriculum revisions, new courses, and 
curriculum-related recommendations submitted by the CAS Committee. 
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• Ensures that curriculum decisions are aligned with the ABP mission, CEA 
accreditation expectations, Student Learning Outcomes, graduate competencies, and 
program quality standards. 

• Supports institutional oversight, accountability, and continuous improvement in 
curriculum development and review. 
 

Curriculum Task Force: 

● Appointed periodically by the ABP Director to conduct comprehensive curriculum 

reviews with external stakeholders. 

 

New Course Approval Guidelines 
New courses must: 

● Align with the ABP mission and program goals. 

● Include clearly defined learning outcomes. 

● Be carefully evaluated for potential impact on the overall curriculum. 

● Include appropriate resources and assessment criteria. 

Timeline: New courses should be approved at least one semester prior to implementation to 

ensure proper staffing, scheduling, and resource allocation. 

 

Curriculum Review Elements 
During curriculum review, the following elements are evaluated: 

● Alignment with the ABP mission, CEA accreditation expectations, QF strategic goals, 

program goals, and quality standards. 

● Clarity, measurability, and alignment of Student Learning Outcomes with course 

objectives, graduate competencies, teaching practices, learning resources, and assessment 

methods. 

● Effectiveness of English language instruction and academic literacy development, 

including evidence of student progress toward university-readiness expectations. 

● Coherence, sequencing, and progression across course levels, semesters, academic tracks, 

pathways, and learning domains. 

● Appropriateness of placement criteria, progression expectations, course loads, and study 

plans for students across tracks and pathways. 

● Evidence of student achievement, including assessment results, grade distributions, 

course completion data, progression data, and other indicators of student success. 

● Relevance, fairness, validity, reliability, and alignment of assessment strategies with 

course objectives and Student Learning Outcomes. 

● Sufficiency, appropriateness, accessibility, and currency of learning resources, 

instructional materials, technology, and student support services. 

● Impact of curriculum changes on other courses, learning experiences, and student 

pathways. 
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● Feedback and recommendations from instructors’ course reports, departments, students, 

Academic Advisors, the College Counselor, QF partner universities, and other relevant 

stakeholders. 

● Documentation of recommendations, decisions, approvals, implementation steps, and 

follow-up actions to support continuous improvement. 

 

Guiding Questions for Curriculum Review 
● Does the curriculum remain aligned with the ABP mission, CEA accreditation 

expectations, QF strategic goals, program goals, Student Learning Outcomes, and 

graduate competencies? 

● Are Student Learning Outcomes clearly stated, measurable, and aligned with course 

objectives, teaching practices, learning resources, assessment methods, and graduate 

competencies? 

● Does the curriculum effectively support English language development, academic 

literacy, and students’ progress toward university-readiness expectations? 

● Is the curriculum coherent and appropriately sequenced across course levels, semesters, 

academic tracks, STEM pathways, and learning domains? 

● Do placement criteria, progression expectations, course loads, and study plans 

appropriately support students across the STEM Medical Pathway, STEM Applied 

Sciences Pathway, Social Sciences track, and Humanities and Visual Arts track? 

● Do assessment strategies provide fair, valid, reliable, and meaningful evidence of student 

achievement of course objectives and Student Learning Outcomes? 

● Are learning resources, instructional materials, technology, and student support services 

sufficient, appropriate, accessible, and current? 

● How are findings from course reports, student achievement data, stakeholder feedback, 

and partner university recommendations used to inform curriculum decisions and 

continuous improvement? 

 

Indicators of a Rigorous and Relevant Curriculum 
1. Content, Skills, and Understanding: Students demonstrate the English language, 

academic literacy, mathematical, scientific, technological, research, digital media, and 

discipline-specific knowledge and skills required for success in their selected tracks, 

pathways, and intended university destinations. 

2. Curriculum Plans and Guides: Curriculum documents include clear course objectives, 

Student Learning Outcomes, scope and sequence, learning resources, assessment 

methods, and progression expectations across levels, semesters, tracks, pathways, and 

learning domains. 

3. Learning Experiences: Teaching and learning experiences are coherent, inclusive, 

engaging, student-centered, and appropriately challenging. They provide opportunities 

for students to apply knowledge, demonstrate proficiency, and develop ABP graduate 

competencies. 
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4. Assessment and Data: Formative and summative assessments are aligned with course 

objectives and Student Learning Outcomes, provide multiple and meaningful measures of 

student achievement, and generate evidence used to monitor progress and inform 

improvement. 

5. Curriculum Alignment and Continuous Improvement: The written, taught, assessed, 

and supported curriculum are clearly aligned. Curriculum decisions are evidence-

informed and use student achievement data, course reports, stakeholder feedback, and 

review findings to strengthen quality, relevance, and student learning over time. 

 

 

Language, Materials, Content, and Speakers 

Language of Instruction 
The ABP is a university preparatory program designed specifically to prepare students for 

entrance to, and success in, universities in which English is the medium of instruction.  

Accordingly, the language of instruction at the ABP is English.  Students may use either British 

or American spelling so long as there is consistency within a document. 

 

 

Library Materials Selection and Adoption 
The Librarian takes primary responsibility for the selection of library materials.  

 

The Librarian shall solicit requests for materials from the faculty, staff, and students.   

 

Instructional Materials 
Each department selects instructional materials that support the curriculum, course objectives, 

Student Learning Outcomes, and assessment requirements. English and Mathematics courses use 

Pearson instructional materials to support course delivery, skill development, and student 

progression. 

 

Suitability of Instructional and Library Materials 
Instructional and library materials used at the ABP must have clear educational value and must 

support the curriculum, course objectives, Student Learning Outcomes, graduate competencies, 

and students’ academic readiness. Materials should be appropriate to students’ developmental 

level, language proficiency, academic needs, and intended learning outcomes. 

 

Materials are reviewed to ensure that they are academically relevant, balanced, age-appropriate, 

culturally sensitive, and consistent with the educational purpose of the course or program. When 
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materials include sensitive, controversial, or potentially challenging topics, their inclusion must be 

justified by clear educational value and handled with professional judgment, balance, and respect 

for diverse perspectives. 

Before materials are recommended for classroom or library use, the following general 

considerations should be addressed: 

● Materials should support the curriculum, course objectives, Student Learning Outcomes, 

and intended learning experiences. 

● Materials should be appropriate to students’ age, developmental level, language 

proficiency, academic readiness, and cultural context. 

● Materials should present topics in an academically relevant, balanced, respectful, and 

professionally appropriate manner. 

● Materials should respect the cultural, religious, social, and legal context in which the 

ABP operates. 

● Materials should avoid content that is unnecessarily offensive, disrespectful, 

discriminatory, or unrelated to the educational purpose of the course or program. 

● Materials that include sensitive or controversial content should be reviewed carefully and 

used only when their educational value is clear and appropriate support or guidance is 

provided. 

Academic Freedom 

The ABP supports academic freedom, critical inquiry, and intercultural awareness within the 

context of its mission as a university preparatory program. Students are encouraged to explore 

ideas, examine evidence, ask questions, and engage respectfully with a range of perspectives, 

beliefs, practices, and opinions. Classroom discussion, guided exploration, and critical analysis are 

used to develop students’ academic skills, responsible citizenship, cultural awareness, and ability 

to participate thoughtfully in local and global learning communities. 

 

Academic freedom is exercised with professional responsibility and respect for the educational, 

cultural, religious, social, and legal context in which the ABP operates. Topics that are sensitive, 

controversial, or potentially challenging should be handled with tact, courtesy, balance, and sound 

academic judgment. Faculty members are expected to ensure that classroom discussions, materials, 

and resources are relevant to course objectives, aligned with curriculum guidelines and Student 

Learning Outcomes, and appropriate to the educational purpose of the course. 

Review of Content and Instructional Materials 

Content, instructional materials, library materials, and related learning resources may be reviewed 

when needed to ensure that they remain educationally appropriate, academically relevant, 
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culturally sensitive, and aligned with the ABP curriculum, course objectives, Student Learning 

Outcomes, and program expectations. Reviews are conducted through the appropriate academic 

channels, including the relevant instructor, Department Head, Librarian, and Office of Academic 

Affairs, as applicable. Any recommendations or resulting actions are documented and used to 

support curriculum quality and continuous improvement. 

 

Invited Speakers 
Having invited speakers is an excellent way to enhance the educational and social development 

of students.  A speaker should observe the following guidelines: 

● The presentation is not to be a sales pitch for a product, service, institution, ... 

● The speaker may, at the ABP’s discretion, have books, pamphlets, artwork, … for sale.   

● The speaker should be sensitive to the cultural and religious context in which the ABP 

operates. 

 

Invitations for speakers in the classroom must be submitted at least 7 business days in advance to 

the Department Head and Office of Academic Affairs for approval. 

 

Invitations for speakers outside the classroom must be submitted at least 7 business days in 

advance to Student Services for approval. 

 

The ABP shall take any necessary actions to minimize or eliminate any disruptions to the ABP’s 

learning environment.  

 

Terms and Abbreviations 

ABP 

Academic Bridge Program, a pre-university program that prepares students for success in local 

and international universities, with a special focus on Qatar Foundation partner universities. 

Academic Advisor 

A staff member who guides students in matters related to academic progress, attendance, study 

skills, program policies, problem-solving, and college application preparation. 

Academic Council 

The ABP body responsible for final review and approval of major curriculum revisions, new 

courses, and curriculum-related recommendations submitted through appropriate academic 

channels. 

Academic Freedom 

The freedom to support inquiry, evidence-based discussion, and respectful engagement with 

diverse ideas within approved curricula, course objectives, Student Learning Outcomes, and the 

cultural, social, religious, and legal context in which the ABP operates. 
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Academic Track 

A broad area of study that guides students’ course placement and preparation for their intended 

university fields. ABP tracks include STEM, Social Sciences, and Humanities and Visual Arts. 

Achievement Scale 

The ABP document that explains achievement levels, placement criteria, progression 

expectations, course levels, and related interpretation used to guide student placement and 

academic progression. 

Assessment 

The process through which learners’ progress and achievement are documented, monitored, 

measured, and used to inform instruction, student support, reporting, and curriculum 

improvement. 

CAS Committee 

Curriculum and Academic Standards Committee, the ABP committee responsible for reviewing 

curriculum recommendations, supporting alignment with quality standards, and determining 

which items require Academic Council approval. 

CEA 

Commission on English Language Program Accreditation, the specialized accrediting body for 

English language programs and institutions. 

College Counselor 

A staff member who supports students in the college application process and works with 

Academic Advisors and other staff to monitor student progress toward university admission 

goals. 

Course Report 

A report submitted by instructors or departments to summarize course delivery, student 

performance, assessment outcomes, challenges, and recommendations for improvement. 

Cross-Registration 

The process through which eligible ABP students may take a course at one of the Qatar 

Foundation partner universities, coordinated by the ABP Office of Academic Affairs. 

Curriculum 

A systematic and intentional framework describing what, why, how, and how well students 

should learn. At the ABP, curriculum includes taught courses, learning outcomes, assessment, 

tutoring, advising, counseling, and other academic support structures. 

Curriculum Framework 

A guiding document that sets the purpose, scope, principles, and expectations for curriculum 

design, delivery, review, and continuous improvement across the ABP. 

Curriculum Review Cycle 

A structured process for evaluating, revising, implementing, monitoring, documenting, and 
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improving curriculum over time using evidence from student achievement, course reports, 

stakeholder feedback, and program analysis. 

Formative Assessment 

Assessment designed to support learning while instruction is taking place by providing feedback 

to students and informing teaching decisions. 

Summative Assessment 

Assessment used to evaluate student achievement at a particular point in time, such as at the end 

of a unit, marking period, semester, course, or program component. 

GPA 

Grade Point Average, a numerical representation of student achievement calculated according to 

the ABP grading scale and applicable course credits. 

IAP 

Individualized Accommodation Plan, a documented plan that identifies appropriate 

accommodations and support for eligible students with documented educational, learning, or 

emotional needs. 

IELTS 

International English Language Testing System, an English proficiency test used as one source 

of evidence for language readiness, placement, and university admission preparation. 

Instructional Materials 

Textbooks, digital resources, handouts, assessments, activities, and other materials selected to 

support course objectives, Student Learning Outcomes, instruction, and assessment. 

Library Materials 

Print, digital, and multimedia resources selected for the Learning Resources Center to support 

student learning, research, academic literacy, and program goals. 

Learning Domains 

Broad areas of learning within the ABP curriculum, including English Language and Academic 

Literacy, Mathematics, Science, Computer and Digital Skills, Social Entrepreneurship, Research 

Methods, and Digital Media. 

Learning Resources Center 

The ABP learning support space that provides access to tutoring, academic support, learning 

resources, and library-related services. 

Pathway 

A focused route within an academic track that supports preparation for related university majors. 

The STEM track includes the Medical Pathway and the Applied Sciences Pathway. 

Placement 

The process of assigning students to appropriate course levels, tracks, pathways, and schedules 
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based on English proficiency, mathematics readiness, diagnostic evidence, prior academic 

background, intended university pathway, and academic progress. 

PowerSchool 

The student information system used to record and monitor grades, attendance, student progress, 

and related academic information. 

Progression 

The movement of students through course levels, semesters, tracks, and pathways based on 

academic performance, placement evidence, achievement levels, and program requirements. 

QF 

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and Community Development. 

QF Partner Universities 

Universities located in Qatar Foundation’s Education City with which ABP students may interact 

through admissions preparation, academic pathways, or cross-registration opportunities. 

SLOs 

Student Learning Outcomes, the written, observable, and measurable statements describing what 

students are expected to know, understand, or be able to do as a result of instruction. 

STEM 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics, an ABP academic track that includes the 

Medical Pathway and the Applied Sciences Pathway. 

Medical Pathway 

A pathway within the STEM track designed for students seeking careers in health and life 

sciences. Students in this pathway take two science courses each semester and do not take 

computer courses. 

Applied Sciences Pathway 

A pathway within the STEM track designed for students seeking careers in science- and 

technology-related fields. Students in this pathway take one science course each semester in 

addition to computer skills and programming courses. 

Social Sciences Track 

An academic track for students preparing for university fields related to business, economics, 

management, entrepreneurship, international affairs, and related social sciences disciplines. 

Humanities and Visual Arts Track 

An academic track for students preparing for university fields related to humanities, media, 

communication, design, visual arts, language, law, and related disciplines. 

WASC 

Western Association of Schools and Colleges, a United States-based accrediting organization 

referenced in relation to the ABP’s accreditation development and quality assurance efforts. 
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